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Nigerian Army Captain Allegedly Defraud Police Officer, Others Over Recruitment Job
| sent N170,000 to him for my son -Police

By Our Correspondent

father of an applicant
seeking for recruit-
ment into the Nige-

rian army who's a Police offi-
cer has alleged that he sent
N170,000, to a Nigerian
army Captain braring
Yakubu who promised to
help his son to be recruited

intothearmy, Zaria.

Mr. Haruna, the appli-
cant's father who gave his
son's name as Haruna Peter
Joshua also disclosed that
Capt. Yakubu later
demanded for more, but he
declined, on condition that
Yakubu failed tofulfill hisear-

lier promised to put his son
indepotimmediately he paid
theinitial N170,000.
Narrating the ugly trend
to our correspondent on
phone, Mr. Haruna
explained that he paid the
money into an account bear-
ing Simon John Adaji, sent

to him by Capt. Yakubu for
the recruitment of his son
into the army depot in Zaria
in2024.

According to police offi-
cer Haruna, thesonhastrav-
eled to Zaria more than four
times but yet to be recruited
into the Nigeria army as

officer alleges

promised by Capt. Yakubu,
and money yet to be
returned to him as last week
when he again clarified our
correspondent.

Although Capt. Yakubu
has denied knowing Simon
John Adaji, the owner of the
bank account number sent

to Mr. Haruna, the father of
the applicant, when con-
tacted by our reporter on
phone.

Capt. Yakubu however
cut off his call few second
after our reporter introduced
himself as journalist, and
refused to pick calls put to
him subsequently for further
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2027: Kwankwaso Denies 4 Years
Agreement With Atiku, 8 Years For Obl

By Achadu Gabriel,

Kaduna
N the NNPP and for-
mer Governor of
Kano state, Senator
Rabiu Kwankwaso, has
denied reaching any
agreement for himself
and Atiku Abubakar to
serve for four years as
president each, while
Peter Obi will do eight,

ational leader of

ahead of 2027 presiden-
tial election.

Kwankwaso disclosed
this while expressing dis-
pleasure at the way some
few northerners, “who
declared themselves as
the leaders of the North”
were interfering in the
selection of presidential

candidates processes.

He said it was wrong
for such people to claim
they represents the
region, in a BBC Hausa
interview.

The former Governor
said that their action was
causing division in the
community, and hinder-

ing democracy, by elect-
ing leaders who were not
qualified.

In the interview with
BBC Hausa, Kwankwaso
said that events that
unfolded in the previous
elections should make the
leaders refrain from any-
thing related to the selec-

tion of candidates, and
allow the people to
choose who they really
want to be President.

“This oppressive thing
they are doing is causing
discord in the commu-
nity.

“Whatever you do, do
it based on the truth. It

should not be said that
the elders, some of them
are our parents and some
of them are brothers, espe-
cially in this area here in
the North and West;

“They shouldn't show
favoritism in bringing out
candidates,” he said.

He added that “many
of them come to spread
lies, gather people and tell
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Unity or Division? The Politics of Our Time

Nigeria, the concept of

unity is both a necessity
andachallenge. Asthe coun-
try stands at a pivotal
moment in its political his-
tory, questions about
whether the current political
climate is fostering unity or
deepening division loom
large. With general elections
onthe horizonandapopula-
tion increasingly polarized
by ethnicity, religion, and
economic disparity, the
stakes have never been
higher.

Recent years have seen
anescalationinpolitical rhet-
oricthatappealstotribal sen-
timents and religious identi-
ties. Politicians, intheir quest
for power, often exploit these
divides, leaving the elector-
ate fragmented and distrust-
ful. Thisstrategy has notonly
eroded public confidence in
leadership but also hindered
the collective progress
needed to address critical
issues such as insecurity,
unemployment, and eco-
nomicinstability.

I n a nation as diverse as

The youth, who make up
asignificant portion of Nige-
ria's population, are vocal in
their demand for a more
inclusive political system.
Social media platforms have
become arenas for heated
debates, with hashtags and
movements advocating for
justice, equality, and trans-
parency. However, the same
platforms have also been
weaponized tospread misin-
formation, fueling animosity
amongdifferentgroups.

Analysts argue that the
politicization of ethnicity
and religion distracts from
the real issues facing the
nation. "Our politics should
be aboutideasand solutions,
not identities," says Dr.
Funmi Adebayo, a political
analyst. "Until we shift the
narrative from division to
unity, we will continue to
struggleasanation.”

Thereare, however,glim-
mers of hope. Civil society
organizations are stepping
up efforts to promote dia-
logue and understanding
among diverse communi-

ties. Grassroots movements
are challenging the status
guo,emphasizing the shared
aspirations of Nigerians
regardless of their back-
grounds.

As the 2027 elections
approach, the choices made
by both leaders and citizens
will determinewhether Nige-
ria moves towards greater
unity or succumbs to deeper
divisions. The call for unity is
not just a political necessity
but a moral imperative for a
nation striving to realize its
immense potential.

Speaking on this issue,
Immaculate Owosso, a
Political Analyst told The
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Abuja Post that, “the ques-
tionofwhether Nigeria'spoli-
tics is steering us towards
unity or deepening divisions
isacomplexone. Onthesur-
face, it may appear that our
political leaders are
prioritizing national cohe-
sion. Yet, a closer look
reveals a troubling reality:
the deliberate exploitation of
our ethnic and religious
diversityfor political gain."

According to him, “in
recent years, we have wit-
nessed a disturbing trend
where political actors
manipulate identity politics
to secure votes, often at the
expense of national har-

mony. This tactic under-
mines our collective prog-
ress and sows seeds of dis-
trust among citizens. Unfor-
tunately, this approach dis-
tracts us from the critical
issues that truly mat-
ter—such as economic sta-
bility, infrastructure devel-
opment,andsecurity."

However, he continued,
"the problem is not entirely
with the political class. As
citizens, we bear a shared
responsibility for the current
state of affairs. Too often, we
allow ourselves to be divided
by narratives that pit one
group against another. This
cycle of division serves no
one but those who thrive on
ourdisunity.”

"Despite these chal-
lenges, | remain optimistic.
There is a growing aware-
ness among the youth and
civil society organizations
about the need for a new
political direction. Social
movements and advocacy
groups are pushing for poli-
cies that prioritize inclusion
and equity over parochial

interests." He noted.

Continuing, he pointed
out that, “for Nigeria to
achieve true unity, we must
demand leaderswhoaregen-
uinely committed to
national development
rather than regional or per-
sonal interests. Wemustalso
reject political rhetoric that
divides us and instead focus
on building bridges across
our differences."

"The politics of division
has only led us to a cycle of
stagnation. Itis time tochart
a new course—a politics of
unity that reflects the
strength of our diversity and
the shared aspirations of
every Nigerian. This is not
just an ideal but a necessity
for the survival and prosper-
ityofour nation." Headded.

The question remains:
will Nigeriariseaboveitsdivi-
sionstoforgeaunited future,
orwill the politics of our time
continue to pull us apart?
The answer lies in the hands
of every Nigerian, as the
nation collectively charts its
courseforward.

2027: Kwankwaso Denies 4 Years Agreement With Atiku, 8 Years For Obi
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them that the North has
agreed on its candidates,
and all these people are
not more than two or
three".

“Instead of going to
Port Harcourt or going to
Abuja to go and promote
us who are their children,
they go and show favour-
itism,” Kwankwaso
added.

He recalled that dur-
ing the 2019 election
seven candidates came
from the North-West.

According to him,
“Even if you are a former
governor, you are there.
If you are a former minis-
ter, you are there,
whether you want to be
tall or short.

“But in the end that's
how they went and
dumped us and did what
they wanted", he stated.

No agreement "On the
rumors making the
rounds that an agree-
ment had been reached
between him and the for-
mer presidential candi-
dates, Atiku Abubakar of
PDP, and Peter Obi of LP,
he said he was not aware
of such arrangements.

Although, he said, he
learned that the Atiku
group was holding meet-
ings with local leaders,
including Mallams,
ahead of 2027.

“This issue really
hurts me. It is said that
the elders are lying, they
are saying things that
have not been done.

“l was told that about
45 mallams were gath-
ered, and they are telling

the people. Butthereisno
such thing. I am not at all
happy about this thing.

“They were told that |
agree that Atiku will serve
for four years, | will also
serve for four, and Peter
Obi will serve for eight
years', vanguard
reported.

“This pact does not
exist, it has not been
made,” Kwankwaso said
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clarification on other allega-
tions.

But Mr. Haruna insisted
that he's keeping in his cus-
tody, SMS of Simon John
Adaji's Zenith Bank Account
number 2080721594, sent
to him by Capt. Yakubu as
evidence.

Detailsinterviewand con-
versation with Capt. Yakubu
aswellasMr. Harunareadin
parts: "Do you know Simon
John Adaji? (Journalist).
Who's Simon Adaji? (Capt.
Yakubu). You don't know
him? (Journalist). | don't
know him (Capt. Yakubu).

OK, there's an allegation
against you Capt. Yakubu
that ‘you wanted to help the
family of one Mr. Haruna to
get their son Peter Haruna,
into recruit in Nigeria Arny
(Journalist). Yakubu imme-
diately cutoffthecallonhear-
ing the allegation leveled
against him from our corre-
spondent and could neither
picked his calls nor respond
tomessages.

Earlier, the recruit vic-
tim's father, Mr. Haruna,
had complained toaHuman
Right Activist, Rev. Kallamu
Musa Ali Dikwa, that he paid

N170,000 to one Captain
Yakubu, to help his son get
into Nigeria army through
recruitmentinZaria.

The Activist also told our
correspondent that there
were some other applicants
complaining of paying over
N300,000, to N400,000,
but could not be recruited
into the Nigeriaarmyamong
those currently ontraining.

Mr. Haruna further said
"l sent the money through
POS to one Simon John
Adaji bank account number.
The Captain send the
account number tome. I told
him you send me another
name with of another person
for the account number”, he
stated.

When informed that
Capt. Yakubu denied know-
ing Simon Adaji, Mr.Haruna
expressed shocked and
asked: "Yakubu said he don't
know Simon Adaji, and he
denied?

Mr. Haruna further
expressed shocked and
asked: "How can he deny.
Capt. Yakubu send the
account number to me. How
I get to know Captain
Yakubu. My son Peter, work
for someone, a big man in
Abuja. My house and his Oga

house neareachother.

“They call him Igwe, hisis
in Abuja. He has company
where mysonisworking. My
sonapply for the recruitment
but did not get it. The big
man call me and say his own
son is in Air Force and is a
friend of your son.

"Send your son to them,
let them give you the phone
number of my friend (Capt.
Yakubu), we leave together
for Maiduguri, Maimalali
barrack, but nowin Zamfara.
During recruit he comes to
Kaduna. He's helping peo-
ple. Send your son to them
from Abuja to Kaduna", Mr.
Harunasaid.

Mr. Haruna who's fluent
in English continue, "I Carry
transport give my son, he go
there, meet him. He collect
NIM number from my son.
The Oga son, Daniel who is
the friend of my son Peter,
give me his number (Capt.
Yakubu). 1 call him and
introduce myself. I say son of
Igwe send me your number.
I told him my problem, my
sonlikesoldier.

"Hesaid OK I'll him, send
his details to me. Inform my
son who went their give his
NIM number to Capt.
Yakubu. He call me and we

agree. I'm talking about the
people currently in recruit-
menttrainingnowin Zaria.

"He send an account
number to me, and said send
me the money this night,
your son go enter depot
immediately. 1 said how
much, he say N170,000.
Around 5:30-6pm, | go and
send the money. After | send
the money | waited, I call me
son if he has enter depot he
say no.

"l call the next day
Yakubu no pick. After two
daysicallagain, he say we get
problem. They put eyes on
us, "Kaza, kaza, kaza", so,s0
and so on. | call him and say
why are u doing like this. In
our talk he promise that
around this time he'll help
put my son in depot as
recruit.

"I say why doing like this.
You say | should give u
money, and up till now you
no recruit him. I don't know
you, somebody give me your
number. Daniel, friend of my
son give me Yakubu num-
ber", MrHarunalamented.

Mr. Haruna told our
reporter that Daniel is a
friend of the son of the big
man in Abuja, who own the
companywasworking.

Mr. Haruna also said he
hasbeen livingin Bornostate
for years, but an indigene of
Adamawa state. I'm above
20years now in Borno, we're
neighborwith Borno.

"My son bear Peter
Haruna Joshua. Haruna
Peter Joshua. This boy go
Zaria four times, he did not
enter depot. | said go to
school and read but he say
babal likesoldier.

"This thing happens in
the month they recruit the
people in training now in
depot. The last time we dis-
cuss Capt. Yakubu said |
should send N70,000 for a
form, but i say no, | cannot
send. 1 know I'll give u
money. The one you ask to
giveyoutorecruitmysonhas
notbeendone.

"I said if you recruits this
boy now, I can give you even
more than N70,000 because
I'll be happy that you recruit
my son. If not I'll not send
N70, 000 to you, even kobo.
Since then we no speak
again. I'mapolice man", Mr.
Harunanarrated.

Also contacted through
call and SMS, the spokes-
man of army depot Zaria
Major Ochienta promised to
get back but never did until
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AVIATION

Recent Plane Crash Sparks Urgent Call
For Global Aviation Sector Overhaul

Stories by Paul Onehi

he aviation sector has always

been considered one of the safest

modes of transportation, with
strict regulations and protocols in place
to ensure the safety of passengers and
crew. However, the recent plane clash
that occurred has raised serious con-
cerns about the overall safety and secu-
rity of the aviation industry. This inci-
dent has highlighted the need for adras-
tic transformation across the aviation
sector in order to prevent such trage-
dies from happening again in the
future.

The Azerbaijan plane clash which
occurred last week Wednesday that
claim the lives of 38 people and injur-
ing 29 others and that of South Korea
that also killed 179 people on Sunday,
has brought to light the various chal-
lenges and issues that the aviation
industry is currently facing.

The recent events have brought for-
ward a harsh reality, the lack of proper
regulation and oversight in the aviation
industry has become a pressing issue
and a major contributor to plane
crashes. While it is true that strict
safety protocols and standards are in
place to ensure the safety of passengers
and crew, it is the responsibility of the
authorities to diligently enforce them.
Unfortunately, in many countries, lax
enforcement of regulations has become
the norm, resulting in compromised
safety measures.

Moreover, with the rapid growth of
the aviation industry, the incident has
also shed light on the need for better
training and education for pilots and
air traffic controllers. It is essential for
all individuals working in the aviation
industry to undergo regular training
and education in order to stay updated
on the latest safety protocols and pro-
cedures. Thiswill help to ensure that all
individuals involved in the aviation sec-
tor are well equipped to handle any
emergency situations that may arise.

It is unfortunate that in many coun-

tries, lack of enforcement of aviation
regulations has become a norm. This
has resulted in a lack of accountability
and negligence, which can have grave
consequences. In some cases, airlines
may cut corners to save costs, putting
the safety of passengers at risk. Addi-
tionally, pilots and other crew mem-
bers may not undergo thorough train-
ing or follow standard operating proce-
dures, leading to human error.

The consequences of inadequate reg-
ulation and enforcement are not lim-
ited to aviation accidents alone. They

can also have a significant impact on
the reputation and trust of the aviation
industry.

In addition, the incident has also
highlighted the need for improved tech-
nology and infrastructure within the
aviation sector. The use of advanced
technology such as radar systems and
communication devices can help to
improve the overall safety and effi-
ciency of air travel. Investing in better
infrastructure and technology can help
to prevent future incidents and ensure
the safety of all individuals involved in
the aviation industry.

As the world reflect on the recent
plane crash, it is clear that a significant
transformation is needed across the avi-
ation sector. Governments, regulatory
bodies, and airlines must work together
to address the issues and implement
necessary changes. This includes strict
enforcement of safety regulations,
prioritizing the well-being of pilots, and
investing in sustainable practices.

Overall, the recent plane clash has
served as a wake-up call for the aviation
sector to make significant changes and
improvements in order to prevent such
tragedies from occurring in the future.
It is time for a collective effort to bring
about a positive change and ensure a
safe and sustainable future for air
travel. Let us honor the lives lost in the
recent plane clash by taking necessary
steps towards a brighter and safer
future for the aviation sector.

Court Grants Canadian Financier Right To Repossess
Arik Air Aircraft Under Cape Town Convention

igeria's Federal High Court in

Lagos has ruled that Export

Development Canada (EDC), a
Canadian financier, can repossess an
aircraft leased to Arik Air, marking the
first application of the Cape Town Con-
vention in the country.

The ruling, issued on November 27,
2024, by Justice Alexander Oluseyi
Owoeye, follows the issuance of Nige-
ria's Federal High Court (Cape Town
Convention and Aircraft Protocol) Prac-
tice Direction on September 12,2024.

This new practice direction estab-
lishes legally binding rules that rein-
force Nigeria's commitment to the
Cape Town Convention, instructing
courts to apply its provisions in rele-
vant cases without interference from
other legal provisions.

The court granted EDC the right to
reclaim and dismantle the CRJ1000
aircraft, which had been grounded by
Arik Air.

The disclosure, first reported by ch-
aviation on Thursday, was shared the
same day by Minister of Aviation and
Aerospace Development, Festus
Keyamo, on his official X page, endors-
ing the news and affirming its authen-
ticity.

“First victory in court in Nigeria
courtesy of the Cape Town Convention.
The courts applied the CTC to the full-
est and allowed instant repossession of
anaircraft,” Keyamo's tweet read.

This ruling marks a pivotal moment
for Nigeria's aviation sector, highlight-
ing the country's growing commitment

to international leasing standards, par-
ticularly those of the Cape Town Con-
vention.

The applicants in the case were Cap-
tain Samuel Caulcrick, the local repos-
session agent appointed by part-out
firm Merchant Express Cargo, and Cap-
tain Isiaka Oyeshina Akinfenwa, CEO
of the firm. Merchant Express Cargo
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had the CRJ teardown contract.

In previous hearings, both men had
criticized the tactics of the Economic
and Financial Crimes Commission
(EFCC) and Arik shareholder and
founder, Johnson Arumemi-lkhide.

Among other findings, Justice
Owoeye's ruling revealed that EFCC
officials had harassed, threatened,

T
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questioned, intimidated, detained, and
threatened to detain the applicants dur-
ing their attempts to repossess the air-
craft.

The court granted EDC the right to
repossess and dismantle the aircraft
and issued an order preventing EFCC
officials from interfering with the pro-
cess.

The CRJ1000 remains in storage at
Lagosairport.

The aircraft, a 2013-built regional
jet, was leased to Arik Air in 2014 by
JEM Leasing Limited, with EDC help-
ing finance the aircraft's acquisition
and holding a mortgage over it.

In December 2022, JEM Leasing
moved to deregister and repossess the
aircraft after Arik Air defaulted. At the
same time, JEM entered into an agree-
mentwith Alberta Aviation Capital Cor-
poration to sell the CRJ1000, with EDC
retaining the mortgage.

Arik Air had stopped operating the
aircraftin 2019.

Arik Air, which had grounded the
CRJ1000 in 2019, had been struggling
financially, leading to its receivership
under Nigeria's Asset Management Cor-
poration (AMCON) in 2017.

The aircraft had been deregistered
in 2022, but efforts to repossess it were
blocked by the EFCC, citing concerns
about the legality of the sale.

The Federal High Court's ruling
clears the way for EDC to proceed with
the repossession, marking a significant
step forward in the enforcement of
international aviation laws in Nigeria.
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Bank Of Industry Shatters Records With €1.879 Billion Capital Raise

By Anyanwu Theresa
ljeoma

e Bank of Industry

(BOI) has achieved a

historic milestone by
successfully raising €1.879
billion in 2024, the largest
sum ever secured by any
Nigerian or African develop-
ment financial institution
(DFI). This capital infusionis
set to significantly enhance
BOl's operational capacity,
bolster its balance sheet, and
supportcritical developmen-
tal projects across Nigeria.
Let's dive deep into the
details of this remarkable
achievementand itsimplica-
tions for Nigeria's economic
landscape.

Background and Signifi-
cance

The Bank of Industry
(BOI) is Nigeria's foremost
developmentfinanceinstitu-
tion, established to provide
long-termfinancingand sup-
port to various sectors of the
economy. Its primary man-
dateistopromote industrial-
ization, economic growth,
and job creation by provid-
ing financial assistance to
businesses, particularly
small and medium-sized
enterprises (SMESs).

The successful capital
raise of €1.879 billion in
2024 marks a significant
milestone in BOI's history.
This achievement is not only
a testament to the bank’s
robust governance and stra-
tegic direction but also
reflects the confidence of
international investors in
Nigeria's economic poten-
tial. The capital raise was
facilitated throughasyndica-
tion process that attracted a
diverse range of interna-
tional investors, particularly
from the Middle East and
Asia.

Enhancing BOI's Bal-
ance Sheet: The capital infu-
sion is poised to enhance
BOl'sbalance sheet, expand-
ing it by approximately N3.3
trillion, bringing the total to
N7.1 trillion from N3.9 tril-
lion recorded in 2023. This
substantial increase in the
bank's balance sheet will
enable BOI to undertake
more significant develop-
mental initiatives and
address Nigeria's pressing
annual financing gap of over
$35hillion.

The newly raised funds
will primarily target critical
developmental projects, par-
ticularly in infrastructure
finance—a sector that neces-
sitates long-term and high-
value financing. By address-
ing infrastructure challenges
that inflate operational costs
for manufacturers, BOl aims
to enhance the competitive-
nessof Nigeria's real sector.

The capital will also facili-
tate access to sector-specific
fundsaimedatgenderequal-
ity, youth empowerment,

micro, small and medium
enterprises (MSMESs), agri-
culture, and sustainability
initiatives.

Innovative Dual-Layer
Guarantee Structure: One of
the key factors contributing
to the success of the capital
raise was the innovative
dual-layer guarantee struc-
ture employed by BOI. This
structure leveraged support
from the Africa Finance Cor-
poration (AFC) and the Cen-
tral Bank of Nigeria (CBN) to
optimize risk-sharing. The
syndication was oversub-
scribed by 187.9 percent,
underscoring the robustcon-
fidence in BOI's governance
andstrategicdirection.

Infrastructure develop-
ment is a critical component
of Nigeria's economic
growth strategy. The newly
raised funds will enable BOI
to support long-term, high-
value infrastructure projects
that are essential for sustain-
able development. By
addressing infrastructure
challenges, BOl aims to
reduce operational costs for
manufacturers and improve
the overall business environ-
mentinNigeria.

Supporting MSMEs and
Vulnerable Sectors A signifi-
cant portion of the capital
raised is earmarked for
MSMEs, which are crucial
players in Nigeria's eco-
nomic landscape. BOI's stra-
tegic plan for 2025-2027
includes initiatives to pro-
vide low-interest loans with
extended tenures to
MSMEs, thereby enhancing
their productivity and com-
petitiveness. Additionally,
the fundswill supportgender
equality, youth empower-
ment, and sustainability ini-
tiatives, ensuring that wvul-
nerable sectors receive the
necessary financial assis-
tance.

Fromariskmanagement
perspective, the newly raised
fundswill enable BOl tomiti-
gate credit risks associated
with longer payback periods
while fostering partnerships
that will expand financial
accesstounderserved demo-
graphics. The capital infu-
sion will also strengthen
BOI's liquidity by establish-
ing a robust funding base to
support its financing opera-
tions. This will contribute to
stabilizing inflation, foreign
exchange, and overall eco-
nomicconditionsin Nigeria.

Performance Indicators
and Global Confidence:

Theyear 2024 stands out
as a landmark year for BOI,
marked by unprecedented
achievermnents that solidify its
reputation asone of Nigeria's
best-managed government
institutions. The bank has
maintained investment-
grade ratings from Fitch and
Moody's since 2015, reflect-
ing its sound management
practices and global confi-

Managing Director/Chief Executive Officer, Bol, Olasupo Olusi

dence in its developmental

mandate. The successful capi-
tal raise further enhances

BOI's credibility and posi-

tions it as a trusted partner

forinternational investors.

Recognized for its sound
management, BOI has con-
sistently maintained invest-
ment-grade ratings by Fitch
and Moody's since 2015,
underscoring its reputation
as one of Nigeria's best-
managed government insti-
tutions. This achievement
reflects the quality of BOI's
governance, its financial
management and the global
confidence in its develop-
mentmandate.

According to the Manag-
ing Director/Chief Executive
Officer of the Bol, Olasupo
Olusi, the favourable terms
associated with this funding
will provide much-needed
low-interest loans with
extended tenuresto Nigeria's
burgeoning private sector.
This aligns with President
Bola Ahmed Tinubu's vision
foreconomicgrowthandsta-
bility.

A significant portion of
this capital is earmarked for
MSMEs—crucial players in
Nigeria’s economic land-
scape. The inclusion of BOI
in President Tinubu's New
Year message as a key pro-
moter of the National Credit
Guarantee Company
(NCGC) is expected to fur-
ther secure resources mobi-
lised frominternational mar-
kets by sharing risks associ-
atedwith lendingtoMSMEs.

The€1.879 billion syndi-
cation not only drew
remarkable interest from a
diverse array of international
institutions across various
countries but also attracted
over 10 new international
investors, particularly from
the Middle Eastand Asia.

The 187.9 per cent
oversubscription of the syn-
dication highlights the inno-
vative financing achieved

throughadual-layer guaran-
teestructure, leveraging sup-
port from the Africa Finance
Corporation (AFC) and the
Central Bank of Nigeria
(CBN) for optimal risk-
sharing.

This structure allowed
BOI to secure much lower
interest rates than those typi-
cally applied to Nigerian debt
instruments, resultinginsav-
ings of approximately 3.6 per
cent per annum (or an esti-
mated N295.7 billion over
the three-year tenor). These
favorable terms will reduce
the cost of borrowing for the
real sector making it more
competitive.

President Bola Ahmed
Tinubu's Vision

The capital raise aligns
with President Bola Ahmed
Tinubu's vision for economic
growth and stability in Nige-
ria. In hisNew Year message,
President Tinubu com-
mended BOI for its leader-
ship role in strengthening
Nigeria's credit delivery sys-
tem and expanding access to
creditfor individualsand crit-

“To this end, Bol has
developed a comprehen-
sive gender strategy
that will guide our
efforts over the coming
years. As part of this
bold vision,we are com-
mitted to allocating at
least 15% of our risk
assets _to WMSMEs,
clearly demonstrating
our commitment to
expanding financial
access and«supporting
the growth of women
entrepreneurs across
the country, in alignment
with President Bola
Ahmed Tinubu's
Renewed Hope Agenda,”

ical sectorsoftheeconomy.

The federal govern-
ment's establishment of the
National Credit Guarantee
Company (NCGC) will fur-
ther support BOI's efforts by
expanding risk-sharing
instruments for financial
institutionsand enterprises.

According to President
Tinubu, The Com-
pany—expected tostartoper-
ations before the end of the
second quarter—is a part-
nership involving various
government institutions
alongside private sector enti-
ties and multilateral organi-
zations.

President Tinubu stated
that this collaboration will
enhance confidence in Nige-
ria's financial system,
expand creditaccessand sup-
port underserved demo-
graphics suchaswomenand
youth, ultimately driving
growth and improving living
standardsacrossthe nation.

BOI's strategic plan for
2025-2027 includes a focus
on digital transformation
and innovation. The newly
raised funds will support the
implementation of internal
strategies aimed at enhanc-
ing operational efficiency
and customer experience.
This includes investments in
digital technologies and plat-
forms that will streamline
processes and improve ser-
vicedelivery.

Green, Climate,and Envi-
ronmental Financing:
Green, climate, and environ-
mental financing have
become central to BOI's new
strategic focus. The €1.879
billion raised will enable the
bank to deepen its engage-
mentinthesevitalareas, sup-
porting projects that pro-
mote sustainabilityand envi-
ronmental stewardship. This
aligns with global trends and
underscores BOI's commit-
mentto sustainable develop-
ment.

The successful capital
raise of €1.879 billion by the
Bank of Industry is a historic
achievement that will have
far-reaching implications for
Nigeria's economic land-
scape. The capital infusion
will enhance BOI's balance
sheet, support critical devel-
opmental projects, and
address Nigeria's pressing
financing needs. By leverag-
ing innovative risk-sharing
structures and fostering
international partnerships,
BOI has demonstrated its
capability to mobilize signifi-
cant resources for sustain-
abledevelopment.

Thefundsraised will sup-
port infrastructure develop-
ment, MSMEs, gender
equality, youth empower-
ment, and sustainability ini-
tiatives, ensuring that wvul-
nerable sectors receive the
necessary financial assis-
tance. From a risk manage-
ment perspective, the capital

infusion will strengthen
BOI's liquidity and contrib-
ute to stabilizing Nigeria's
economicconditions.

As BOI continues to
implement its strategic plan
for 2025-2027, the focus on
digital transformation, inno-
vation, and green financing
will further enhance its oper-
ational capacity and impact.
The successful capital raise
underscores the confidence
of international investors in
Nigeria's economic potential
and positions BOIl as a
trusted partner for sustain-
abledevelopment.

Commitment to Gender
Equality

Olusi believes that the
formal adoption of the WeFi
Code in Nigeria represents
the Bank of Industry’s (Bol)
collective commitment to
gender equality, economic
empowerment, and finan-
cial inclusion for women-led
enterprises.

Asakey proponentofthis
initiative, Bol remains dedi-
cated to empowering
Women-owned Micro,
Small, and Medium-sized
Enterprises (WMSMES) by
providing themwith the nec-
essary resources, access, and
opportunities for success.
Women play a crucial role in
driving innovation and eco-
nomic growth across various
industries in Nigeria. How-
ever, they often face signifi-
cant barriers in accessing
finance, which has hindered
theirfull potential.

Through its Gender
Desk, Bol offerstailored sup-
port to address these chal-
lenges. As of December
2023, the bank has financed
833 women-owned or
women-led businesses, dis-
bursing a total of N99 billion
to help these businesses
grow.

Looking ahead, Bol rec-
ognizes the importance of
gender developmentand has
made it one of its six key
focusareas.

“To this end, Bol has
developed a comprehensive
gender strategy that will
guide our efforts over the
coming years. As part of this
bold vision, we are commit-
ted to allocating at least 15%
of our risk assets to
WMSMEs, clearly demon-
strating our commitment to
expanding financial access
and supporting the growth of
women entrepreneurs
across the country, in align-
ment with President Bola
Ahmed Tinubu's Renewed
Hope Agenda,” Olusi
explained.

Through the We-Fi
Code, Bol is taking concrete
steps to break down the bar-
riers faced by women by
using data and bringing
together key stakeholders.
The goal is to ensure a more
equitable distribution of
financial resources.
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025 Budget: FG Allocates ? 17.3 Billion For Group Life Assurance Cover For MDAs, Corpers, and Others

By Anyanwu Theresa
ljeoma

e Federal Govern-
ment of Nigeria has
allocated a substan-

tial sum of N17,313,619,734
in the 2025 budget for the
provision of Group Life
Assurance coverage for
employees of Ministries,
Departments, and Agencies
(MDAs), as well as members
of the National Youth Service
Corps(NYSC).

This allocation includes
funds for both the insurance

coverage itself and the
administrative and monitor-
ing costs to ensure effective
implementation of the pol-
icy.

Group Life Assuranceisa
mandatory policy in Nigeria
under the Pension Reform
Act of 2014. The policy man-
dates employers in both the
public and private sectors to
provide a death benefit of at
least three times an
employee’s annual salary in
the event of their untimely
demise.

Thegovernment'salloca-

tion of N17.3 billion high-
lights its commitment to the
welfare of its workforce,
offering a financial cushion
for the families of deceased
employees. This coverage
will extend across all MDASs,
including critical security
agencies like the Depart-
ment of State Services (DSS),
aswellasother publicinstitu-
tions. Furthermore, the pol-
icy will also cover NYSC
members, reflecting the gov-
ernment's recognition of
their contributions to
national development.

The N17.3 billion allo-
cated will not only fund the
life assurance policies but
will also cover the adminis-
trative and monitoring costs
associated with managing
the policy. This inclusion of
operational costs under-
scores the government's
desire for transparency and
efficiency in the disburse-
ment and application of the
funds.

A Departure from 2024
Allocations

In2024, the Federal Gov-
ernment approved N9.6 bil-

lion for the insurance cover-
ageofitsworkers.

According to the Minis-
ter of Information and
National Orientation,
Mohammed Idris, the sum
was allocated to 12 local
insurance firms to cover fed-
eral workers in case of
unforeseen events, such as
death or severe injury. The
Minister emphasized that
this was a standard annual
policy that insurance com-
panies offer to workers,
ensuring that the families of
workers are not left to suffer

intheeventoftragedy.

According to the Office of
the Head of the Civil Service
of the Federation (OHCSF),
the Federal Government had
previously appointed insur-
ance companies and brokers
to provide coverage to fed-
eral government employees
from February 9, 2023, to
February 8, 2024. In 2022,
the OHCSF resolved 648
backlogged death benefits to
the families of deceased offi-
cers.

CBN Attributes Exit of 1,000 Staff To
Digitisation, Operational Restructuring

By Anyanwu Theresa
ljeoma

e Central Bank of
Nigeria (CBN) has
confirmed that 1,000

staff members voluntarily
resigned as part of its ongo-
ing restructuring process,
which is being driven by the
adoption of digital technolo-
gies. This move is aimed at
streamlining operations and
addressing redundancies
caused by the shift to amore
technology-driven banking
model.

Bala Bello, a deputy
director representing the
CBN Governor, Yemi
Cardoso, made this
announcement during an
appearance before a House
of Representatives ad hoc
committee investigating the
matter. The committee was
formed following concerns
over the large number of res-
ignations and the ? 50 billion
compensation payout to the
departingemployees.

“You are very much
aware, chairman, that the
entireworld isgoing through
aprocessof digitising itsoper-
ations. When that happens, a
lot of opportunities are cre-
ated, just as redundancies
are equally created,” Bello
explained.

The CBN's restructuring
efforts are also influenced by
the lack of vacancies at the
managerial level, which has
led to stagnation for many
staffmembers.

“It gets to the level where
you have, for example, 30
departments in the Central
Bank. You cannot have 60
directors manning 30
departments. It's not going
to work. So, once those
vacanciesarefilled, somepeo-

ple—despite being highly
qualified, very able, and very
willing—find there are no
vacancies. Thenthey gettoa
level where they are stag-
nated for a period of time,”
Belloadded.

Interestingly, some of the
departing staff members
have expressed plans to start
their own banks, with the
CBN offeringitssupport.

“Alotofopportunitiesare
out there. Among the people
who have left, there are three
or four who are going to set
up a bank. We have assured
themthatifthey need the sup-|
port of the Central Bank, we
will provide it,” Bello
revealed.

Bello clarified that the
programme was not
imposed on the staff, but
rather a response to requests
from staff members seeking
career alternatives.

“In this particular case,
based on popular
request—and | came with
the union leader of the
bank—the staff requested
that a similar opportunity
should be extended to other
categories of staff,” he
explained.

He further emphasized
that the process was entirely
voluntary, with no coercion
orintimidation involved.

“This is the first time in
the over 60-year history of
the bank that an early exit
programme has been
extended to all willing staff
members. It is not manda-
tory, and no one is forced to
leave,” headded.

The House of Represen-
tatives, chaired by Bello
Kumo, is currently investi-
gating the programme to
ensure transparency. Kumo

assured the CBN of a fair

L-R:Seed Coach,Stanford Seed, Mark Phelps; Regional Director, Emmanuel Kitcher; Minister of Industry Trade and Investment, Dr.

L

Jumoke Oduwole; President,Stanford Seed, Transformation Network, Nigeria, Omololami Ajani and Network Manager, Stanford Seed,
Kwame Dadson during the Cohort 14 Induction and End end of year party organized by Stanford Seed Transformation Network,

Corporate Tax, VAT Boosted Federation
Account To N6.86tn — CBN

By Anyanwu Theresa
ljeoma

eceipts into the feder-

ation account grew

by 7.48 per cent to
N6.86 trillion in the third
quarter of 2024, the latest
EconomicReportbytheCen-
tral Bank of Nigeria has
revealed.

According to the report,
the increase in the gross fed-
erationaccountearningswas
driven by higher receipts
from corporate tax and
value-added tax.

TheFederal Internal Rev-
enue Service describes cor-
porate tax as a tax levied on
the profits made by compa-
niesoperating in Nigeria. Itis
regulated by the Companies
Income Tax Act under the

supervision of the FIRS,
while VAT is a tax levied on
the consumption of goods
andservices.

The non-oil revenue was
N5.56tn, as oil revenue made
upthebalance.

The CBN report said,
“Gross federation account
earnings improved, occa-
sioned by higher receipts
from non-oil revenue. At
N6.86tn, the provisional
gross federation account
receipt was 7.48 per cent
above the level inthe preced-
ing quarter but23.71 per cent
shortofthebenchmark.

“The increase was due
largely to higher receipts
from corporate tax and
value-added tax. The com-
position of gross federation
revenue showed that non-oil

revenue remained domi-
nant, accounting for 81.00
per cent, while oil revenue
constituted the balance.

“Non-oil revenue, at
N5.56tn, was 19.48 and
50.36 per cent above the lev-
els in the preceding quarter
and target, respectively. The
increase relative to the pre-
ceding quarter was driven
largely by higher collections
from corporate tax and
value-added tax. The
increase relative to quarterly
targetsreflectsimprovedrev-
enue collection relative to
budgetexpectations.”

The apex bank revealed
that in the quarter under
review, oil revenue, however,
fell by 24.72 per cent to
N1.30tn, relative to the level
in Q2 2024 on account of

lower receipts from petro-
leumn profit, taxes, and royal-
ties.

Itwas also 75.39 per cent
short of the quarterly target
due to shut-ins arising from
ageing oil pipelines and
installations.

Meanwhile, fromthe fed-
erally collected revenue of
N6.87tn, about N3.92tnwas
distributed to the three tiers
ofgovernment.

The federal, state, and
local governments received
N1.27tn, N1.36tn, and
NO.99tn, respectively, while
the balance of NO.30tn was
allocated to the 13 per cent
Derivation Fund for oil-
producingstates.

IMF Warns $1

e International Mone-
tary Fund (IMF) has
raised an alarm about

the growing risk Fosed by
undisclosed public debt,
which is estimated to total $1
trillion globally. This hidden
debt is particularly concern-
ing for low-income nations,
which are already facing sig-
nificantfiscal challenges.

In a blog post shared on

Trillion In Undisclosed Debt Threatens Economic Stability Of Low-Income Nations

its official X account on
Thursday, the IMF high-
lighted that undisclosed gov-
ernment debt undermines
accountability and increases
the risk of corruption. The
IMF explained that “hidden
debt” refers to borrowing
that a government is liable
for but does not openly dis-
close to its citizens or credi-
tors. While this debt is often

kept off the official balance
sheet, it remains a real and
growingconcern.

The IMF noted that,
while global public debt
exceeds $91 trillion, undis-
closed liabilities, though
smaller in comparison, have
a disproportionate impact
on developing economies.
These countries are already
struggling with rising debt

and escalating refinancing
needs, compounded by
higher interestrates.

The IMF emphasized
that low-income nations, in
particular, are wvulnerable,
withtheirannual refinancing
needs having tripled in
recent years. The situation is
worsened by slow economic
growth and the ongoing
high-interest-rate environ-

ment.

The IMF stressed the
risks posed by alack of trans-
parency in borrowing, not-
ing that without clear infor-
mation about the extent of
debt, corruption becomes
more likely, and the potential
for fiscal crises increases. The
IMF's latest research, titled
"The Legal Foundations of
Public Debt Transparency:

Aligning the Law with Good
Practices,"” examined the
legal frameworks of 60 coun-
tries, revealing vulnerabili-
ties that facilitate hidden
debt. These include narrow
definitions of public debt,
insufficient disclosure
requirements, confidential-
ity clauses in contracts, and
weak oversight mechanisms.
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As Nigeria Begins the Year

s the calendar resets and a new year

dawns, Nigeria finds itself at a pivotal
juncture. The year ahead offers an opportu-
nity to redefine priorities, address long-
standing challenges, and unlock the vast
potential that lies within the nation. It is a
moment for reflection, recalibration, and
resolute action.

The economic terrain remains a pressing
concern. With inflation stubbornly high,
unemployment figures worrying, and an
uncertain global economic climate, Nigeria
must focus on fostering economic stability.
This will require bold fiscal and monetary poli-
cies, support for small and medium enter-
prises, and the promotion of a business-
friendly environment. The diversification of
the economy, a refrain often repeated but
insufficiently realized, must transition from
rhetoric to tangible results. Sectors like
agriculture, technology, and tourism hold
promise for sustainable growth if properly
harnessed.

The security chal-
lenges that have
plagued the country for
years also demand
urgent attention. From
insurgency in the north-
east to banditry and
kidnappings in other
regions, the human and
economic toll is incalcu-
lable. As Nigeria begins
the year, there is hope
that a more cohesive
and strategic approach
to security can restore
stability and instill confi-
dence in citizens. Collab-
oration between state
and federal govern-
ments, alongside com-
munity involvement, is
crucial in achieving this
goal.

Governance, too,
must take center stage.
Nigerians are yearning
for leadership that is
transparent, account-
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As Nigeria begins
the year, the road
ahead may be fraught
with challenges, but it
is also filled with
opportunities. With col-
lective effort, visionary
leadership, and a com-
mitment to the com-
mon good, 2025 can be
a year of progress and
transformation. It is a
chance for Nigeria to
take meaningful steps
toward becoming the
prosperous, united,
and dynamic nation its
people aspire to see.

able, and responsive to the needs of the peo-
ple. As the political landscape evolves, the
government must prioritize policies that
address poverty, healthcare, education, and
infrastructure deficits. The youth, whose
potential remains untapped, should be
empowered through job creation, skills
development, and inclusion in decision-
making processes.

Nigeria, as Africa's largest economy and
a regional leader, must assert itself more
effectively in global affairs. Strengthening
diplomatic ties, boosting trade partner-
ships, and playing a constructive role in
addressing regional conflicts are essential
for projecting Nigeria's influence.

Despite these challenges, there is cause
for optimism. Nigerians have shown remark-
able resilience and innovation in the face of
adversity. From the bustling markets of
Lagos to the tech hubs in Yaba and the
farms of Benue, the determination to forge
ahead is evident. The private sector, civil
society, and the diaspora
also continue to contrib-
ute meaningfully to the
nation's development.

As Nigeria begins the
year, the road ahead may
be fraught with chal-
lenges, but it is also filled
with opportunities. With
collective effort, vision-
ary leadership, and a com-
mitment to the common
good, 2025 can be a year
of progress and trans-
formation. It is a chance
for Nigeria to take mean-
ingful steps toward
becoming the prosper-
ous, united, and dynamic
nation its people aspire
to see.

Let this year mark the
beginning of a new chap-
ter—a chapter defined
by hope, action, and the
unwavering belief that
Nigeria's best days lie
ahead.
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Peter Obi Declared Nigeria's Top Opposition Leader

|

Peter Obi

he presidential can-
didate of the Labour
Party in the last elec-
tion, Peter Obi, has been
named as Nigeria's hum-
ber one oppositionfigure.
Thisdeclaration iscom-
ing ahead of the 2027 gen-
eral elections, where Obi is
expected to contest again
after coming third in the
last pollsin2023.
Reno Omokri, a former
media aide to ex-president

Goodluck Jonathan and a
member of the Peoples
Democratic Party (PDP)
made the declaration in a
statement on social media.

Omokri,apopular com-
mentator had previously
worked for former Vice
President Atiku Abubakar
in previous presidential
elections. However, in a
sharp turnaround, Omokri
has now thrown his weight
behind Obi, stating that

any other politician who
thinks they are a bigger
opposition figure is simply
deluded.

In a Facebook post on
Friday, Omokri revealed
that he admires Obi's
determination and resil-
ience in the face of obsta-
cles. “Peter Obi is currently
the Number One opposi-
tion figure in Nigeria. Bar
none. Anybody in any oppo-
sition party who thinks that

he is bigger than Obi right
now is just deluded,”
Omokri stated.

Omokri also took a
swipe at some politicians in
opposition parties, saying
they have already been “re-
tired” by Obi, but are being
kept on “political life sup-
port” by their wealth. He,
however, cautioned Obi to
be less Igbo-centric, appeal
to hissupportersto use per-
suasive language, and apol-

ogize for his previous com-
menton religious war.

“If only he could be less
Igbo-centric, appeal to his
Obidients to use persuasive
rather than abusive words
and admit, then apologise
for his 'Yes Daddy” reli-
gious war' comment
against the Muslim
Ummah, he would go far,”
Omokriadded.

'Assassination Attempt'"
Kaduna APC Denies Complicity,
Says Senator Not Cooperating

With Police

e Kaduna chapter
of the All Progres-
sives Congress

(APC) saysitis notinvolved
in the alleged assassination
attempt on Senator Lawal
Usman.

On January 1, the sena-
tor representing Kaduna
central reportedly escaped
an assassination attempt
while visiting his constitu-
ency for the New Year cele-
bration.

The PDP had subse-
guently accused the APC of
complicity and called foran
investigation of the inci-
dent.

Reacting in a statement
on Saturday, Kaduna APC
described the accusation as
“falseand absurd”.

Yahaya Pate, the
Kaduna APC secretary,
said the police disclosed
that the senator was yet to
file a formal complaint or
cooperate with the authori-
ties.

“Despite repeated
attempts by the police to
reach him, he remainsunre-
sponsive. It is, therefore,
baffling how the PDP
arrived at its baseless con-
clusion implicating the
APC in this alleged inci-
dent,” the statement reads.

“Failure to do so would
lend credence to suspicions
that the alleged assassina-
tion attempt is nothing
more than a fabrication
aimed at maligning the
APC, creating unnecessary
tension, and derailing the
peace and progress cur-
rently enjoyed in Kaduna
state.

“The APC strongly sus-
pects that certain conflict
entrepreneurs are using
the PDP to disrupt the
remarkable strides
achieved under the peace
initiatives of Senator Uba
Sani's people-focused and
inclusive administration.”

Rivers No Longer Has
Political Party —Tonye Cole

onye Cole, a former

APC governorship

candidate in Rivers
State, has said that there is
no longer any political
partyinthe state.

Cole stated this during
an interview on Channels
TV'sPolitics Today.

He said that a card-
carrying member of the
Peoples Democratic Party
(PDP) in the state can be a
member of the All Progres-
sives Congress (APC) or
viceversa.

He added that the very
foundation of the political
parties in the country had
beeneroded.

Colesaid, “l wish Rivers
State is being talked about
regarding progressives
development, inventions
and innovations; things
that are progressing Nige-
ria and putting it forward.
We just seem to be talking
all the time about the politi-
cal crises that seem to be
unending.

“There were a lot of
anti-party activities going
there. Everybody saw that.

The sad news for me in this
anti-party thing is that it
has eroded the whole foun-
dation of all political par-
ties. Today what you see is
that political parties don't
exist for who they are; any-
body can be anywhere. You
are in the PDP but running
for the APC; you are in the
APC but running for the
PDP. Thatistotally wrong.

I suspect that what
Rivers is doing today is
showing the entire nation
that this kind of thing can't
continue. At some point,
they have to stand for some-
thing.

Truly the way we look at
political parties in Rivers
State is that there is no
political party anymore.
Everybody is just pushing
for a single political inter-
est. And they can stand
wherever that interest is
going to pay them. You can
truly be a card carrying
member of the PDP and
you are moving in Rivers
State with the APC and it's
okay Nobody will say any-
thing.

Divisional Traffic Officer (DTO), Divisional Headquarters Police, Ikotun, SP Grace Ogbonoko; Auditor, National Union of Road
Transport Workers (NURTW), Lagos State, Com. Sunday Ojo Ogunleye; Area Commander, Federal Road Safety Corps (FRSC),
Badagry, Deputy Corp Commander (DCC), Sikiru Aduloju; Executive Chairman, lgando-Ikotun Local Council Development Area
(LCDA) Alimosho Local Government Area (LGA) Comr. Lasisi Ayinde Akinsanya; Chief Route Commander, FRSC Unit Ikotun, CRC
Emma Ekwo; Superintendent of Corps, Nigeria Security and Civil Defence Corps (NSCDC), Ikotun Unit, SC Anayo Uchegbulam, at
FRSC Ember months Town Hall Meeting at Ikotun, Lagos recently.

FIRS Boss Adedeji Speaks On Contesting
Oyo Governorship Election In 2027

e Executive Chair-
man of the Federal
Inland Revenue Ser-

vice (FIRS), Zacch Adelabu
Adedeji, has putto restspec-
ulations about his intention
tocontest the Oyo State gov-
ernorshipelectionin2027.
Adedeji, who had previ-
ously served as the Com-
missioner for Finance in
Oyo State from 2011 to
2015, hasbeentoutedasone
of the prominent personali-

ties likely to succeed Gover-

Zacch Adelabu

nor Seyi Makinde.

Makinde's two terms as
governor will end in 2027.
However, Adedeji has said
that he has no intention of
joining the governorship
race. He emphasized that he
wants to focus on his cur-
rent task as the head of
FIRS, a position he has held
since his appointment by
President Bola Tinubu in
September 2023.

“l want to use this

opportunity to respond to
the numerous requests and
speculations about my
intention to contest the gov-
ernorship election in Oyo
State in 2027,” Adedgji said.
“I, Zacch Adedeji, will not
contest for the governor-
ship election in 2027. |
know a lot of people would
not be happy about this, but
everybody knows the
responsibility and grace
that God hasgiventous.”

You can't kill Me, Tinubu Not

e Minister of the Fed-

eral Capital Territory,

FCT, Nyesom Wike,

has declared that the former

Governor of Rivers State,

Dr. Peter Odili, cannot Kkill
him.

Wike made this remark
while accusing Odili of dis-
obeying President Bola
Tinubu regarding the Rivers
peace deal, following the
ongoing rift with Governor
Sim Fubara of Rivers State.

Speaking during a New
Year luncheon he organized
at his country home in Obio-
Akpor on Friday, Wike dis-
missed calls by some Rivers
State elders for him to apol-
ogize to Odili over his recent
comments.

According to Wike, he
had done nothing wrong
and vowed to resist being

bullied by anyone.

He said: “They said |
should apologize; for what?
Thatthereisnolawthat says
their daughter should not,
but I said as an elder states-
man, should you have given
what belongs to your
nephewtoyour daughter?

“Did | say that there is a
law that says your daughter
should not be something?
But you said somebody is
converting Rivers State to
his personal estate. It's not
correct. Themanwhoiscon-
verting Rivers State to a per-
sonal estate is you, and to
crown it up, you are now the
general overseer.

“l didn't say anything
wrong, soyou cannotkill me
for what I didn't say. Tinubu
is not like you. If you are a
good person, Tinubu called

like You — Wike Tells Odili

Rivers people. As an elder
statesman, he wanted you to
make peace, but you came
home. Ordinarily, what you
should have done wasto call
Mr. President back and tell
him how you have tried to
implement some of them. Is
there any way we can do the
rest? Rather, you disobeyed.

“They said elders said |
should apologize. Apologize

Y/

Nyesom Wike

forwhat?

“I said that I heard and |
read that somebody who
should be our elder states-
man said this thing today
and said a different thing
tomorrow, and I said no. No
elder statesman should say
that. And the elder states-
man didn't say, 'l didn't say
so." If he had said he didn't
say that, | would have apol-
ogized. But he didn't deny
the statement.

“I didn't abuse anybody.
| said our elder statesman
was the one telling people
thekind of mansionand cas-
tle I builtfor him. I didn‘tsay
| said so. It is not me who
said it. It is the man who is
supposed to be an elder
statesman that said so. You
are the one going about tell-
ing peoplewhat 1 did.”




10 The Abuja Post

January 6, 2025

DANGOTE
SUGAR

TE
SUGAR l%GTE "

" EFINED GRANULATED
" WHITE SUGAR SUGAR

HET WEICGHT

1 ."II. Ii. |II 1!;! :! .:E';I"III ' |r . !".I. . . 'II e """r-,_ s = ::- X

) Dangotesugarrefinery @) @dangotesugar () dangote sugar refinery plc

@) @dangote sugar @) +DangotesugarNG (@) +234 815 098 3259

4 IJ‘::..,{.- i .I. I-'I..I .I T I- I' ' "-" I ': .I"':I '- Ill.l ";._ il ||1|I: r.EII!II. e |1 ::l.l.l- '



The Abuja Post
January 6, 2025

FCT NEWS

Mother Arrested In FCT For
Abandoning Newborn Over
Financial Hardship

By Nathaniel Gubniba

e Federal Capital Ter-
ritory Police Com-
mand has arrested a

woman, Khadija Ali, for
allegedly abandoning her
newbornbaby.

Ali was reported to have
dumped the baby along a
bush path near Crush Rock,
behind the uncompleted
Red Bricks Market in
Mpape, Abuja.

A statement released on
Sunday by the Command's
Public Relations Officer, SP
Josephine Adeh, revealed
that the baby, believed to be
justaday old, wasdiscovered
at about 10am on January 3,
2025 after police operatives
from the Mpape Division's
Juvenile and Women Care
Section responded to a dis-
tresscall.

Adeh stated that the
infant, wrapped in a cloth,
was rescued and taken to the
Mpape Primary Health Care
Centre for medical evalua-
tion.

Sheadded that, following
anexamination, medical per-
sonnel confirmed the child
wasinstable condition.

The statement partly
read, “On 3 January 2025, at
about10:00a.m., police oper-
atives from Mpape Division's
Juvenile and Women Care
Section responded to a dis-
tress call and found the baby
wrapped inacloth. The child
was promptly rescued and

taken to Mpape Primary
Health Care Centre, where
medical evaluation con-
firmed the baby is in stable
condition.”

Adeh disclosed that act-
ing on a tip-off from con-
cerned residents, police
apprehended Khadija Ali,
who confessed to abandon-
ingher baby.

“Following a tip-off from
the community, the baby's
mother, Khadija Ali, was
arrested. During interroga-
tion, she confessed to aban-
doning the baby, citing her
inability to care for the child
following her husband's
abandonment,” Adehsaid.

Condemning the inci-
dent, Adeh described it as a
graveviolation of the rights of
thechild.

She added that Ali would
be charged to court for alleg-
edlyviolating Sections 14 and
16 of the Child Rights Act,
2003.

“The FCT Police Com-
mand vehemently con-
demns this act of child aban-
donment and reassures the
public of its commitment to
protecting the most vulnera-
blemembersofsociety.

“The rescued baby will be
handed over to the Depart-
ment of Social Welfare for
proper care, while the
mother will face prosecution
according to the provisions
of Sections 14 and 16 of the
Child Rights Act, 2003, upon
the conclusion of investiga-

TCN Announces Rationing
Of Power Supply In FCT

By Nathaniel Gumniba

e Transmission Com-
pany of Nigeria
(TCN) has

announced that it will ration
power supply to parts of the
Federal Capital Territory
(FCT)from January 6t020.

The rationing is due to
the Federal Capital Develop-
ment Authority's (FCDA)
road dualisation project
alongthe Apoaxis.

According to TCN's Gen-
eral Manager, Public Affairs,
Mrs Ndidi Mbah, the project
requires the relocation of
eight132kVand 33KV towers
along the Kukwaba/Apo
132kVline.

This will result in a
planned power outage from

Mrs Ndidi Mbah

9am to 4pm daily, affecting
areas such as Kubwa, Karu,
Maraba, Nyanya, Masaka,
Keffi, Kukwaba, and Apo
Mechanic.

Other areas to be affected
include parts of Lugbe,
Trademore Estate, Pyakasa,
Sabon Lugbe Chika, and
Alaitaaxis.

TCN apologises for the
inconvenience and assures
customers that power supply
will be restored assoonasthe
towers relocation and cable
stringingare completed.

"Thisrelocationwork will
necessitate a planned power
outage from 6th to 20th Jan
from 9am to 4 pm daily,
which is the estimated dura-
tion for the dismantling and
constructionofthe towers.

“It will also allow for the
restringing of the power
cables that will enable
resumption of bulk power
supply to the Apo Transmis-
sion Substation from
Gwagwalada Substation.

"While the relocation of
the transmission towers is a
necessity for the road com-
pletion project, TCN apolo-
gises for the inconvenience
this planned power outage
willcause,” shesaid.

=
-
=

L-R: Site Medical Adviser, Agbara Factory, Unilever Nigeria, Dr. Oludare Adeyemi; Senior Medical Adviser, Unilever Nigeria, Dr.Taiwo Akinoso;
The Alagbara of Agbara Kingdom (Olute Ill), HRH Oba (Barr.) Lukman Jaiyeola Agunbiade; Manufacturing Director, Unilever Nigeria,
Mr.Abayomi Alli and Head of Corporate Affairs and Sustainable Business, Unilever Nigeria, Godfrey Adejumoh during a community medical
outreach organized by Unilever Nigeria at Agbara, Ogun State today

FCT Police Recover Abandoned SUV In Abuja,
Urge Owner To Come For Verification

peratives of the Fed-

eral Capital Terri-

tory, FCT, Police
command have recovered
an abandoned Toyota
Prado Land Cruiser Jeep, a
Sport Utility Vehicle, SUV
inAbuja.

The Police Public Rela-
tions Officer of the com-
mand, SP Josephine Adeh
said in a statement on Fri-
day that the vehicle was

recovered on December 31,
2024 during a routine
patrol along David Ejoor
Street, opposite Adisa
Estate, Apo-Gudu.

The PPRO stated that
upon inspection, it was dis-
covered that the vehicle had
noregistrationnumber.

She noted that one sil-
ver-colored eagle insignia,
some video/audio cables,
one car stereo remote were

recovered from the vehicle
after a search was con-
ducted.

“Further investigations
revealed that the sticker
showing the engine and
chassis numbers near the
driver's door had been
removed, and the wind-
screen appeared to have
been recently replaced.

“The vehicle has since
been towed to the FCT

Police Command Head-
quarters in Garki 11", SP
Josephinesaid.

The statement called on
members of the public who
may have cases of missing
vehicles matching the
description of the recovered
Toyota Prado Jeep “to visit
the FCT Command for veri-
fication and possible recov-

ery”.

Gov Zulum Approves Construction Of Water Works,
Roads Rehabilitation In Bama Overruns By B/Haram

By Achadu Gabriel,
Kaduna

orno State Governor,
Babagana Umara
Zulum, has approved
the construction of a major
water works in Bama Local
Government Area of the
state to address problems of
portabledrinkingwater.
Bama was overrun by
Boko Haram militants in
2014 before it was liberated
by the Nigerian military in

-

Gov Zulum

March, 2015, a statement
signed by SSA on new media
Abdurrahman Bundi, has
revealed.

The Governor
announced the approval on
Thursdaywhen he paid hom-
age to the Shehu of Bama, Dr
Umar Kyari Umar
Elkanemi, at his palace in
Bamatown.

"Zulum's administration
constructed nine megawater
projects across the state,
including those in

Ngarannam, Moramti,
Pulka, Chibok, Azare,
Madinatu, and Shokwari in
Jere, Gowza, Hawul, Chibok,
Konduga, and Maiduguri
metropolis.

"In addition to the water
projects, Zulum announced
a plan to rehabilitate Bama
township road networks to
ease transport and facilitate
movement.

“Bamais one of the com-
munities worst hit by Boko
Haram insurgency; the

S |

destructions were unimag-
inable. However, we have
made significant progress in
our rebuilding efforts in
Banki, Darajamal, Mayenti
and a host of other settle-
ments,” Zulumsaid.

"The governor also
ordered that a high Islamic
college be established in
Bama to streamline formal
education with non-formal
educationand provide certif-
ication for Almajiri educa-
tion.

"Before his visit to the
Shehu of Bama, Zulum also
visited Abbaram town, a vil-
lage located east of Kur
Mohammed military bar-
racks to assess the destruc-
tion caused by Boko Haram
militants.

"The visit was to facilitate
the resettlement of people
displaced for over one
decadefromtheircommuni-
tiesduetotheinsurgency.

"The governor was
accompanied by the senator
representing Borno Central,
Kaka Shehu Lawan, and
members of the House of
Representatives, Bukar
Talba and Abdulkadir
Rahis", thestatementadded.
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Tinubu's Aide, Nweze Seeks Support Of S-East Govs To Unite, Dev. Region

By Chijioke Njoku,
Abakaliki

e senior special assis-
tant to the president
of the federal Repub-

lic of Nigeria on Community
Engagement, South East,
Mrs Chioma Nweze at the
weekend vowed to cham-
pion the development, unity
and progressoftheregion.
Nweze, however

revealed the preparedness of
President Bola Ahmed
Tinubu's administration to
tackle all the economic and
developmental challenges
facingthe southeast region.

She made this known in
2025 new year message to
the citizens of the south east
region, which was signed
and issued to newsmen in
Abakaliki capital of Ebonyi
State.

The statement reads in
part: "As we step into the
New Year, | extend warmest
greetings to the resilient and
vibrant people of the South
East. May this year bring us
renewed hope, strength, and
unity.

"The past year has pre-
sented its challenges, but
together, we have demon-
strated our capacity for resil-
ience and determination. As

your Senior Special Assistant
to the President on Commu-
nity Engagement, | reaffirm
my commitment to amplify-
ing your voices and champi-
oning the development of
our belovedregion.

"We will continue to
work tirelessly to address the
unique challenges facing our
region. From infrastructure
development to economic
empowerment, education,

and healthcare, we are dedi-
cated to creating opportuni-
tiesthatbenefitall.

"In continuation of our
pursuit of regional develop-
ment, I willmaintainastrong
partnership with leadersand
stakeholders across the
South East. Thisincludescol-
laborating with the five
esteemed Governors of our
zone, as well as engaging
with respected leaders of

thought, student organiza-
tions, and other critical
stakeholders.

"Through these collabo-
rative efforts, we aim to har-
ness the collective wisdom
and energy of our people to
drive progress and prosper-
ity. | urge you all to remain
united in our pursuit of a
brighter future for the South
East.

President Bola
Tinubu (right),
with Enugu
State
Governor, Dr.
Peter Mbah,
during his first
official visit to
Enugu where
he
commissioned
several
projects,
describing
Governor
Mbah as a
focused and
result-oriented
leader, in
Enugu State

Chuba Okadigbo Airport Records Safe
Landing Of 22 Flights In One Month

..... as Israel Abia, Oguja pilgrims to be lifted in Ebonyi, February

e Chuba Okadigbo
international airport,
Onueke Ezza South

local government area has
in one month recorded a
safe landing of twenty two
flights operations.

It was reported that the
leadership of the Nigeria
Christian pilgrims commis-
sion, NCPC, visited the
Chuba Okadighbo's interna-
tional airport and promised
to lift Israel pilgrims in
Ebonyi airport by February
2025.

The commissioner for
Aviationand transporttech-
nology, Mrs Ngozi
Obichukwu made this
known while addressing the
former governor of Ebonyi
State and minister of works,
David Umahi among other
stakeholders during a
Christmas Homage at his
country home in Uburu
community Ohaozara LGA.

She expressed gratitude
to the former governor,
David Umahi for the estab-
lishment of the Chuba
Okadigbo airport, and as
well, to the state governor,
Francis Nwifuru for the
rehabilitation of the airport

runway to be of interna-
tional standard, which
according to her paved the
way for the safe landing of
22flightsinthestate.
According to the com-
missioner, Obichukwu:
"The truth must be said, all
the regulatory bodiesinavia-

tion have attest that the
Chuba Okadigbo airport is
the bestand safest airportin
Nigeria.

"We are here to tell you
that we are grateful, those of
us that youemployed, about
six hundred of them includ-
ing the guards, cleaners are

all here tosay thank you.

"Our promise is that we
will maintain the safety in
the airport. You will not see
us wonton. The only thing
we are begging is for you to
help us also, so that we will
be having nightflights.

President Tinubu Rehabilitating S-East
Roads - FERMA Board Member,Ugbala

e Board member rep-

resenting South-East

zone in the Federal
Road Maintenance Agency
(FERMA), Dr.Kenneth
Ugbala, hasrevealed thecom-
mitted efforts of President
Bola Ahmed Tinubu in reha-
bilitating the deplorable
roads in the south east
region.

He said that the South
East roads are currently
receiving great attention
under the President
Tinubu'sadministration.

Dr Ugbala who revealed
this in Abakaliki during a
press conference, noted that
the vision of FEMA in South
East is to make sure that
roadsbuiltbythe federal min-
istry ofworksare beingmain-
tained and that is they cure
mandates

The FEMA commis-
sioner, however, revealed
that work is seriously ongo-
ing in Abakaliki,Abia, Enugu
andsomepartof Anambra.

He called for more col-
laboration with South East
Governors and relevant
stakeholders from the zone
to achieve the best in the
roads maintenance in the
southEastzone

According to him,"We
need towork seriously in our
maintenance culture
because is not only to build
road buttomaintainthe road

and you can bear me with
that when you build a road
without maintaining it, you
will know that we are losing
it. President Tinubu has
given us matching order to
make sure thatall the road in
the nation are being
attendedto.

"If you watch from
Abakaliki to Afikpo you will
see that road maintenance is
going on by FEMA because
where are not there by then
in budget and we not being
appointed by then president
but minister and those in
authority took it that every-
thingisbeingmaintained.

"If you go to
Abakaliki,Abia, Enugu and
some part of Anambra state,
infact, South East states
roads are receiving attention
but this year, we want to
improve on what we have
been doing, a lot of road can
be accommodated in our
budget our resources may
not be enough online with
ourdemands butweare con-
cerned in making sure that
there is transparcy and we
plays value for money in
what we do because is not
easy battling with contrac-
tors and we look for collabo-
ration with South East Gov-
ernors and relevant stake-
holders from the zone to
achieve the best for our peo-
ple"Hesaid.

Ohanaeze to Tinubu: Write Your Name in Gold By Releasing Nnamdi Kanu

he apex Igbo socio-
cultural organisa-
tion, Ohanaeze

Ndigbo, has said that Pres-
ident Bola Tinubu would
write hisnameingoldif he
orders the release of the
leader of the Indigenous
People of Biafra, (IPOB),
Mazi Nnamdi Kanu.

President-General of
the group, Fidelis
Chukwu, made thisknown
in Enugu while welcoming
the President ahead of his
official visit to Enugu State
today.

In a statement made
available to by the
National Publicity Secre-
tary of Ohanaeze, Alex
Ogbonna, Chukwu also

commended Tinubu over
what he described as the
gradual attitudinal change
of the federal government
towards the Igbo.

“This can be seen with
the inauguration of the
South East Economic Com-
mission, the appointment
of Vice Admiral Emman-
uel Ikechukwu Ogalla, as
the Chief of Naval Staff,
Sen. David Umahi as the
Minister for Works, inclu-
sion of some eminent Igho
in federal boards and
parastatals,” he said.

Ohanaeze however,
hoped that with his Enugu
visit, President Tinubu
will write his name with
gold in the hearts of

Ndigbo and all the well-
meaning Nigerians by
ordering for the release of
Kanu.

The group also com-
mended the Enugu State
Governor, Peter Mbah, for
his disruptive, innovative
and massive
infrastructural develop-
ments in the state within a
short period of his admin-
istration.

During his visit, the
president is expected to
inaugurate some of the
numerous projects exe-
cuted by Governor Mbah's
administration, including
the 30 completed and
equipped Enugu Smart
Green Schools out of 260

under construction across
the 260 wards in the state,
60 completed and
equipped Type 2 Primary
Healthcare Centres out of
the 260 under construc-
tion across the 260 wards
in the state.

Others are the com-
pleted multi-auditorium
and multi-functional
Enugu International Con-
ference Centre, 90 com-
pleted urban roads in

Enugu City, state-of-the- !

art Command and Control

Centre as well as 150 ¥

patrol vehicles fitted with
Al-embedded surveillance
cameras.

3

Nnamdi Kanu
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Zulum Subsidises Petrol At N6OO For Farmers In B/Haram Affected Communities

By Achadu Gabriel,
Kaduna

orno State Governor,
Babagana Umara
Zulum, has
announced that the state gov-
emment will subsidise the
cost of petrol to farmers in
communities affected by
BokoHaraminsurgency.
Zulum announced the

subsidy on Friday evening in
Bama town when he flagged
off the distribution of farm
inputs to over 5,000 farmers
hitherto displaced by Boko
Haram insurgents, according
to released by the media aide
Abdurrahman Bundi on Sat-
urday.

According to the gover-
nor, a litre of petrol sold
between N1,000 and N1,200

in Maiduguri will be subsi-
disedtothe farmersfor N60O.
"This is aimed at alleviating
the financial burdens faced by
farmers in communities that
have suffered economic and
infrastructural destruction
due to years of conflict" he
stated.

Zulum emphasised that a
similar initiative imple-
mented in Damasak, Mobar

Local Government Area, last
year has significantly
increased food production
andimprovedlivelinoods.
“One of the major chal-
lengesthatarefacingthefarm-
ing communities here as
regards irrigation farming is
the increasing cost of fuel, asa
result, I want to announce to
the general public that gov-
ermnment will procure petro-

leum products and sell to the
farmersatasubsidedrate.

"A litre of petrol is being
sold in Maiduguri at the cost
of about N1,200 but
"in'shAllah”, henceforth for
irrigation farmers this season
a litre of petrol will be sold at
therateof N60O,” Zulumsaid.

The governor also said,
*The Commissioner for Agri-

culture will work with the Bri-
gade Commander to ensure
the delivery of the petroleum
products to farmers in Bama
townassoonas possible.”

In addition to the petrol
subsidy, Zulum distributed
farm inputs, including 2000
bagsofblended NPK fertiliser,
1000 units of water pumps,
and 620 units of gasoline

pumps.

Gov Zulumvisit to Barma community area overruns by B/Haram

Bauchi Governor Inaugurate 500 Road Traffic Officers,
Cautions Against Corruption, Unprofessionalism

By Samuel Luka, Bauchi

enator Bala Moham-

med, the Governor of

Bauchi state has dur-
ing the weekend, inaugu-
rated not fewer than 500
cadets and traffic marshalls
of the Bauchi State Road
TrafficAgency (BAROTA).

Whole speaking at the
Passing Out Parade of the
trained cadets and traffic
marshalls, Governor
Mohammed sternly warned
the officers against indiscip-
line, corruption, and abuse
of power.

He described them as a
disciplined and dedicated
individuals representing a
new generation of leaders
committed to improving
road safety and traffic man-
agementin Bauchi state.

He said that the
BAROTA will play a crucial
role in addressing road
transport challenges,
enforcing traffic laws,
ensuring safety, and man-
aging traffic flow.

The Governor assured of
his administration's com-
mitment to supporting the
agency by providing
resources, infrastructure,
among other necessary
needs.

Governor Mohammed
who hinted his administra-
tion's plan to expand the

workforce to 2,000 person-
nel, further assured that the
personnel will maintain
highest standards of integ-
rity, professionalism, and
compassion as a guide to
their operations.

Bala Mohammed while
cautioning that corruption,
unprofessionalism, among
others will not be tolerated,
however assured the offi-
cers of their operational
autonomy.

The Governor who
encouraged the officers to
remained focused on their

responsibilities, directed all
the 20 local councils of the
state to establish BAROTA
Offices within their
domains to enhance the
Agency'sefficiency.
Governor Mohammed
who further called for col-
laboration between the
BAROTA and the local gov-
ernment areas, com-
mended the Federal Road
Safety Corps (FRSC), Minis-
try of Works and Transport,
and the Speaker of the
Bauchi State House of
Assembly for recognizing

BAROTA's pivotal role in
promoting road safety and
orderlinessinBauchi.

In a welcoming
remarks, the Director Gen-
eral (DG) of the Agency,
Ahmed Tijjani Baba
Gamawa assured that the
agency's road marshals will
operate within the ambit of
the law.

He said that the training
and knowledge impacted in
the Road Traffic personnel
was of international stan-
dard and in compliance
withglobal best practice.

Tax Reform Bills: Bauchi Govt
Urges Constructive Engagement
Of Stakeholders By FG

By Samuel Luka, Bauchi

e Government of
Bauchi state has
appealed to the Nige-

ria's Presidency to construc-
tively engage stakeholders
on the controversial tax
reform bills rather than pro-
filing well-meaning Nigeri-
ans who have raised con-
cerns justtodistract the pub-
lic from the unpopular move
ofthe federal government.

The Special Adviser to
Governor Bala Mohammed
of Bauchi state on Mediaand
Publicity, Comrade Mukhtar
Mohammed Gidado stated
thisinapressrelease on Tues-
day.

He said that the Presi-
dency's assertion, juxtapos-
ing the developmental chal-
lenges of Bauchi State
against what it claims to be
humongous federal alloca-
tions received under Gover-
nor Bala Mohammed's
administration is both mis-
leadingand unfair.

The press release further
noted that under Governor
Mohammed, over 5000
classrooms have been con-
structed across the state to
provide aconducive learning
environmentfor students.

Comrade Gidado who
took time to mentioned
numerous developmental
projects and programmes
executed by Mohammed's

2025: Be Agents Of Positive Change, Christian Group Urges Nigerians

By Samuel Luka,

Bauchi

igerians, particu-
larly the youth,
have been urged

by a Christian faith-based
group known as United
Christian Youths Pro-
gressive Forum (UCYPF)
to play active role in the
process of making Nigeria
achieve the needed posi-
tive change to reshape the
country to a better per-
spective.

President of the
Forum, Joniga Edward
made this call while inter-
acting with newsmen at
Bishara Baptist Church,

Bauchi yesterday.

While congratulating
Christians for a successful
Christmas celebration
and Nigerians for wit-
nessing the first day of the
year 2025, Edward called
for collective effort in the
process of change
required in the society.

Edward who pointed
out that without collective
effort, the desired positive
change in Nigeria will not
take place, decried that
times are hard with things
increasingly becoming
difficult to afford.

According to him, "all
hands must be on deck to
contribute and make the

desired change in the soci-
ety. That is the only sure
way to get out the present
pitiable situation."”

Edward further
described life as a circle of
contribution which
requires that all have to
contribute for a better
society.

"Whatever you are
enjoying today, is some-
one else's contribution.
Whatever you are lacking
today, is because some-
one who supposed to con-
tribute didn't", he said

Edward stressed that
every person on earth is
expected to Contribute to
make the world a better

place, noting that instead
of complaining, people
should contribute.

"Instead of destructive
criticism, contribute.
When we do this, the soci-
ety would be a better
place to leave. We will all
be happy to interact with
each other and savour a
peaceful atmosphere”, he
emphasized.

Edward assured that
the NGO will continue to
be engaged in Christian
Youths mobilization for a
better society, as accord-
ing to him, the youth are
expected to be role mod-
els.

administration, recalled that
thousands of qualified teach-
ers have also been recruited,
with regular capacity-
building workshops to
enhancethe quality ofeduca-
tion.

According to him, rather
than resorting to selective
profiling of some well-
meaning Nigerians like Gov-
ernor Bala Mohammed, and
the unproductive name call-
ing aimed at distracting the
public from the unpopular
TaxReformagenda, the Pres-
idency should engage incon-
structive dialogue with all
stakeholder groups.

The press release
reminded the Presidency
that there could not have
been any stronger recogni-
tion of the Bala Mohammed
Administration's achieve-
ments than the awards of
best performing governor in
rural infrastructure and in
urban renewal bestowed on
him by two APC-led federal
administrations, in 2022
and 2024 respectively.

"Despite the avoidable
misunderstanding gener-
ated by the proposed tax
reform due to its poor han-
dling, we want to assure the
Presidency that, in keeping
with his reputation as a
nationalist and statesman,
Governor Bala Mohammed
remains committed to col-
laborating with the Federal
Government to address all
national challenges, includ-
ing the Tax Reform Bill in its
present unacceptable form,
for the overall growth and
development of our dear
Country", Comrade Gidado
pointedout.

The Bauchi state govern-
ment advised the Federal
Governmenttoshedits pres-
ent aversion to constructive
criticism, an unhealthy and
unhelpful posture that can-
not foster either good gover-
nance or the much needed
stakeholder buy-in in Nige-
ria'shighly plural society.

Comrade Gidado noted
that the Bauchi State Gov-
ernment is satisfied that the
citizens stand firmly behind
Governor Mohammed
whose achievements speak
volumes about his dedica-
tion to constitutionalism,
progress and all-inclusive
people-orientedservice.
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Warri Refinery: Niger Delta Group Urges
Full Operations, Youth Employment

e Niger Delta Youth
Council, a
sociopolitical group

in the South-South region,
has urged President Bola
Tinubu and the Nigerian
National Petroleum Com-
pany Limited to ensure that
the newly revamped Warri
Refining & Petrochemicals
Company operates at full
capacity.

Commending the presi-
dent for resuscitating the
once-moribund refinery,
the group highlighted the
economicadvantages of con
sistent production at local
refineries.

“It will be a great boost
for the nation's economy
and the Niger Delta region if
the 60,000 barrels-per-day
old Port Harcourt Refinery
and the 125,000 barrels-
per-day Warri Refinery
could produce consistently
to meet the country's energy
demand and eventually
push down the price of
petroleum products,” the
group stated.

In a statement signed by

NDYC President Bene
Youkore Mamamu, and dis-
tributed to journalists in
Warri, Delta State, on
Sunday, the group praised
NNPCL Group Chief Execu-
tive Officer Mele Kyari for
his commitment to restor-
ing operations at the Niger
Deltarefineries.

The NDYC emphasised
the need for full-capacity
production, stressing that
“full capacity operations at
the refineries, including the
loading of premium motor
spirit (PMS) for consump-
tion, will add much-needed
value to the Nigerian econ-
omy.”

The statement further
read, “If the four refineries
in the country are restored
to full operational capacity,
the issue of economic hard-
ship would be addressed to
anappreciable extent.

“More importantly, the
refinery's potential to create
employment opportunities
for thousands ofyouths, par-
ticularly in the Niger Delta
region, is something worth

celebrating.

The NDYC emphasised
the need for full-capacity
production, stressing that
“full capacity operations at
the refineries, including the
loading of premium motor
spirit (PMS) for consump-
tion, will add much-needed
value to the Nigerian econ-
omy.”

The statement further
read, “If the four refineries
in the country are restored
to full operational capacity,
the issue of economic hard-
ship would be addressed to
anappreciableextent.

“More importantly, the
refinery's potential to create
employment opportunities
for thousands ofyouths, par-
ticularly in the Niger Delta
region, is something worth
celebrating.

“And we demand job
opportunities for Niger
Delta youths in the refiner-
ies.”

While applauding the
achievement, the group also
called for attention to other

critical issues affecting the
Niger Delta, including envi-
ronmental degradation,
unemployment, and fair
resourceallocation.

In a related develop-
ment, Chief Morrison Olori,
an elder statesman and key
leader of the All Progres-
sives Congress in Delta
State, commended Presi-
dent Tinubu for the refin-
ery'srevival.

Speaking at his Ughelli
residence, Olori remarked,
“With the resuscitation of
the Warri Refinery, the Pres-
ident has yet again proved
critics wrong by demon-
strating that he can make
Nigeriaworkagain.”

Olori emphasised the
economic benefits the refin-
ery would bring to Delta
State, stating, “With the
Warri Refinery coming
back to operation, the socio-
economic life of the people
in Uvwie, Warri, and other
parts of Delta State will sig-
nificantlyimprove.”
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BUA Refinery

In Akwa Ibom Not 90%

Complete, Management Clarifies

he management of

BUA Group has

refuted a purported
report claiming that the
BUA Refinery and Petro-
chemicals in Akwa Ibom
state isat 90 per centcom-
pletion.

A statement issued by
the management on Sat-
urday clarified that the
200,000 barrels per day
refinery is not yet near
completion.

However, the com-
pany is committed to
meeting the completion
timeline for the refinery.

The statement read:
“Contrary to a misleading
report stating that our
200,000 barrels/day
refinery is at 90% com-

pletion, BUA wishes to
advise the public to disre-
gard such misleading
reports that did not ema-
nate from us.

“As we make remark-
able strides on our Akwa
Ibom refinery project, we
are proud to share that
construction is progress-
ing steadily. Whilst the
refinery is notat 90% com-
pletion, we are however
on track to meet our
delivery timelines in col-
laboration with our part-
ners. This BUA Refinery
& Petrochemicals project
represents a major mile-
stone in strengthening
Nigeria's refining capac-
ity and energy security.”

The management

added that the company's
other energy projects
including a mini Lique-
fied Natural Gas plant,
are also undergoing
upgrades.

“Our other energy pro-
jects, including the con-
struction of a mini-LNG
plant and several new
hybrid power plants
across the country to add
additional capacity to our
over 1,000MW installed
captive power generation
capacity, are also pro-
gressing rapidly.”

It advised members of
the public to verify any
news relating to the com-
pany through its official
channels and platforms
so as not to be misled.

At BUA, we remain
committed to transpar-
ency and excellence. As
we have consistently done
with over 12 of our com-
pleted mega industrial
projects worth over $ 3.5
billion in the past 10
years, we will continue to
keep you updated with
verifiable and accurate
information only where
necessary, and as mile-
stones are achieved. We
appreciate the public's
interest and enthusiasm
for this transformative
project as we work
together in building a
stronger industrial and
manufacturing base for a
self-reliant Nigeria,” the
statement concluded.
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Fubara Dismisses Wike Says
Peter Odili Is “The Beginning
And The End Of Rivers Politics”

ivers State Governor,
Sir Siminalayi
Fubara, hassidelined

his predecessor and
estranged political mentor,
Nyesom Wike, in the hierar-
chy of influential figures in
thestate.

During the 2025 New
Year State Banquet at Gov-
emment House, Port Har-
court, Governor Fubara
lauded former Governor
Peter Odili as the alpha and
omegaof Riverspolitics.

Addressing prominent
political figures and stake-
holders, Fubara assured
Rivers people of his adminis-
tration's commitment to
good governance and its
determination to thwart any
attempts by detractors to dis-
rupt the government's
agenda.

In a statement released
by his Chief Press Secretary,
Chukwudi Nelson, Governor
Fubara expressed gratitude
for the support ofkey political
figures, including formergov-
ernors Peter Odili and Sir
Celestine Omehia, former
Deputy Speaker of the House
of Representatives Sir Austin
Opara, and former deputy
governor Sir Gabriel Toby.

He credited themand oth-
ers with laying the founda-
tional structures of Rivers pol -
itics and emphasized their
continued influence in shap-
ingthe state's future.

“This year, we will protect
the integrity of this state at all
costs. We won't allow any-
body to take this state for a
ride. It doesn't matter the
approach I will use. It's not
going to be a fight; we will
address issues firmly,”
Fubarastated.

Fubara dismissed his
opposition’s capacity to chal-
lenge his administration
effectively, saying: “The
beginningand the end of poli-
tics in this state is Sir Peter
Odili. If he is with us, along-
side other respected leaders,
who do they have?” he ques-
tioned.

The governor described
Odili as the “right face and
image” of Rivers State, com-
mending his contributions
and those of other distin-
guished leaders in shaping
thestate'slegacy.

He criticized the opposi-
tion for relying on superficial
displays of support, contrast-
ing it with the organic back-
ing hisadministrationenjoys.

Complainant Allegedly Abducted,
Detained For Winning Court Cases
Against Cross River govt

e traditional chief of

Esuku-Otu Ikot Ansa,

Calabar, Chief
Maurice Omin Iso who won
court cases involving lands
and chieftaincy issues,
against the Cross River State
government, was reportedly
abducted from his home
since 21 December 2024.

Reports had emerged
thatfollowing outcry, Isowas
moved from secret detention
toaDSSfacilityin Calabar.

In a petition to the State
attorney general and com-
missioner for Justice in the
state, a lawyer and public
activist, Okoi Obono-Obla
explained that Iso's only
offense“ishisrecentlegal vic-
toryinaland case againstthe
Government of Cross River
State and certain politically
influential individuals from
the Ikot Ansa community in
Calabar Municipality rose
and threatened Iso, the com-
plainant.

“These individuals made
threats to use their connec-

tions within the government
to intimidate and retaliate
againsthim.”

Appealing tothe attorney
general to intervene, Obono-
Obla, the former presidential
aide to ex-President
Muhammadu Buhari, noted
that Iso has been kept away
from his family, legal repre-
sentatives, and loved onesfor
twoweeks.

He said such abduction
and detention hasraised seri-
ous concerns about the rule
of law and human rights in
CrossRiver state.

“Itis crucial for Mr. Isoto
be released by those holding
him unlawfully without
delay.

“His detention is a viola-
tion of his rights and under-
mines the principles of
democracy and the rule of
law.

"It is imperative that he
be released immediately and
that those responsible for his
unlawful detention be held
accountable.




The Abuja Post
January 6, 2025

ODODUWA SPOTLIGHT

News | News analysis |

News feature | View points

15

Keep Fit Lagos: Participants Lauds Govt Efforts
To Prioritise Physical, Mental Wellness

e monthly fitness
programme, "Keep
Fit Lagos", organised

by the Senior Special Assis-
tant to the Governor on
Sports, Damilare
Orimoloye, in collaboration
with the Lagos State Sports
Commission, has been
widely commended by par-
ticipants for promoting a
healthy lifestyle and
enhancing physical and
mental well-being.

The December edition,
themed "Celebrate Lagos",
doubled as the
programme’s first anniver-
sary, held at the Mobolaji
Johnson Arena in Onikan
since its launch. The event
emphasised the
programme’s mission to
inspire Lagosians to
embrace physical fithessasa
way to improve their overall
well-being and quality of life.

The Senior Special Assis-

tant to the Governor on
Sports, Damilare Orimoloye
reaffirmed the state govern-
ment’s commitment to sus-
taining the Keep Fit Lagos
initiative. He emphasised
that the programme contin-
ues to serve as a platform to
encourage residents to
embrace healthy lifestyles.
Participants engaged in
physical and aerobics ses-
sions led by fitness instruc-
tors and experts. Attendees

also benefited from free med-

ical check-ups and wellness
education provided by
health professionals.

The initiative, spear-
headed by the SSA on
Sports, aligns with the state
government's efforts to pro-
mote active living among
Lagosians. According to
Orimoloye, investing in
sports and fitness translates
to improved public health
and reduced healthcare

costs.

Highlighting Governor
Babajide Sanwo-Olu’s unwa-
vering support since the
programme’s inception a
year ago, Orimoloye noted
that the fitness and aerobics
sessions have consistently
attracted hundreds of par-
ticipants across the metrop-
olis.

He also appreciated key
stakeholders, including the
Commissioner for Youth

and Social Development,
Mobolaji Ogunlende; the
Chairman of the House
Committee on Youth,
Sports, and Social Develop-
ment, Hon. Abiodun
Orekoya; the Director-
General of the Lagos State
Sports Commission, Lekan
Fatodu, as well as partners
and sponsors, for their con-
tributions to the success of
theinitiative.

Sanwo-0lu, Makinde Mourn Ondo SSG

agos State Governor,

Babajide Sanwo-Olu,

and his Oyo State
counterpart, Seyi Makinde,
have mourned the late Secre-
tary to Ondo State Govern-
ment, Temitayo Oluwatuyi.

Oluwatuyi died on Satur-
day, about three weeks after
being hospitalised following
aroad accident he had along
the Ife-lbadan Road on
December 15,2024.

The Ondo State Govern-
ment, had while announcing
his demise, described
Oluwatuyi as a committed
politician who made great
contributionsto the develop-
mentofthestate.

In a statement, Sanwo-
Olu commiserated with his
Ondo counterpart, Lucky
Aiyedatiwa over the death,
describing the incident as a
greatloss.

He also sympathised
with the Ondo State Govern-
ment, the family of the
deceased, and the people of
Ondo State, offering prayers
for strengthand comfortdur-
ingthisdifficulttime.

“The late Hon. Tayo
Oluwatuyi was a patriot who
gave his all to the service of
Ondo State and its people.
His contributions to the
development of the state will
not be forgotten,” the gover-
nor said in a statement by his
spokesman, Gboyega
Akosile.

He also recalled the late
Oluwatuyi’s previous role as
Chairman of Akure South

Local Government Area and
as SSG to the late Governor
Oluwarotimi Akeredolu.

Similarly, Governor
Makinde said he received the
news with pain and shock
andextended hiscondolence
toAiyedatiwa.

“l commiserate with
Ondo State Governor, Mr
Lucky Aiyedatiwa, on the
unfortunate death of the Sec-
retary to the State Govern-
ment, Mr Tayo Oluwatuyi. |
equally express my condo-
lences to the state govern-
ment, the family of the
deceased, and the people of
Ondo State,” Makinde said
ina statement by his spokes-
man, Sulaimon Olanrewaju.

“This death is shocking
and painful, but we can only
submit to the will of God,
who gives and takes life. |
encourage Governor
Aiyedatiwa and the family of
Mr. Oluwatuyi to be strong
and courageous. It is my
prayer that God will grant
them the fortitude to bear the
loss.”
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Makinde

L-R: Wife of Lagos State Deputy Governor, Mrs. Oluremi Hamzat, Deputy Governor, Dr. Obafemi Hamzat; the Governor, Mr. Babajide Sanwo-Olu;
the First Lady, Dr. (Mrs.) Ibijoke Sanwo-Olu and her Mother, Mrs. Bankole, during the Lagos State government new year Annual Thanksgiving
Service, at the Tafawa Balewa Square, Lagos...yesterday

Gov Adeleke Promises Not To Abandon God, His
People, As He Gets Second Term Endorsements.

It was a galore of
endorsements for the second
term ambition of Governor
Ademola Adeleke with ado-
ration to God as Osun people
gathered at the 2025 annual
inter-religious prayer held at
the Government Secretariat
togivethankstoGod.

The event, attended by
top religious leaders, leading
traditional rulers and work-
ers of the Osun state govern-
ment witnessed several
cycles of prayers for the Gov-
ernor, his team and the
entire state for delivery of
good governance beyond

20261t02030.

One after the other, lead-
ing Muslimand Islamiclead-
ers rolled out the many good
things happening to Osun
state under Governor
Adeleke and followed it up
with fervent prayers to God
for continuity of Adeleke gov-
ernorshipbeyond 2026.

The President of the
League of Imams and Alfas
in Osun state, Sheikh Musa
Animasahun who led other
religious leaders declared
that the good delivery of ser-
vices by Governor Adeleke
has ordained him by God for

second term, urging mass
support for continuation of
better life in Osunstate.

Theworkersunion led by
the state Chairman of the
Nigerian Labour Congress
(NLC), Comrade Christo-
pher Abimbola Arapasopo
openly endorsed the Gover-
nor for second term amidst
singing and dancing, citing
hisexpensive attention tothe
needs of workers and pen-
sioners.

The market women and
men in the state led by the
lyaloja General of Osun
state, Chief Oyebode Mary in

Lagos APC Announces Council Elections in

Olayemi Akinwunmi

e All Progressives
Congress (APC) in
Lagos State has con-

firmed that council elections
will take place in all 20 Local
Government Areas and 37
Local Council Development
Areas (LCDAS) in 2025.This
announcementwas made by
Lagos APC Chairman, Pas-
tor Cornelius Ojelabi, in a
pressreleaserecently.
According to Ojelabi, the
LCDAs have played a crucial

rolein bringing development
to the grassroots level since
their creation. He high-
lighted the various
infrastructural projects
undertaken by the LCDAs,
including road construction,
drainage, market develop-
ment, schools, housing, pri-
mary education, and health
facilities.

The APC chairman
emphasized the party'scom-
mitment to the LCDAS, cit-
ing their contributions to the
state's socio-economic

development. He also
acknowledged the collabora-
tive efforts between the
LCDAsand the state govern-
ment on refuse disposal,
drainclearing,and security.
Lagos APC Chairman,
Pastor Cornelius Ojelabi,
stated thisinapressrelease.
He said, “We wish to
inform all and sundry that
the Local Government elec-
tions will hold across the
state in the 20 Local Govern-
ment Councils and the 37
Local Council Development

57 LGAs, LCDAs for 2025

Areasintheyear2025.”

According to him, since
their creation, the LCDAs
have not only been the clos-
est to the grassroots but also
brought the desired develop-
mentsacrossthestate.

Hesaid thatthe party had
observed with keen interest
the rdebates on the desirabil-
ity of the existence of the
LCDAs and the need to hold
elections in their political
offices.

Ojelabiadded: “Our posi-
tion as a progressive party is

that we cannot discounte-
nance the contributions of
the LCDAs to the overall
political and socio-economic
developmentofthestate.

“Our landscape is dotted
by several infrastructural pro-
jects by the LCDAs which
include road, drainage and
market construction , school
and housing projects, pri-
mary education and health
facilities and various social
service interventions among
others.

her prayers for the state con-
veyed the endorsement of
the Governor for second
term, listing ease of doing
business among other
achievements.

The former Governor of
Osun state, Prince
Olagunsoye Oyinlola in his
remarks prayed to God to
continue to strengthen the
Governor in his ongoing
good performance, drum-
ming support for the admin-
istration.

The Okuku Prince
repeated his earlier endorse-
ment of the Governor while
featuring on a Rave FM
interview, telling the audi-
ence at the prayer session
that“nobody changesamedi-
cation and medicine that is
working.

“Mr Governor's medi-
cineisworking for Osun peo-
ple. And so he will continue
for a second term”, the for-
mer Governor noted in
Yorubalanguage.

The Ooniof Ife, His Impe-
rial Majesty, Enitan Adeyeye
Ogunwusi while rounding
up the prayer session con-
ducted a special prayer of
empowermentand approval
of all the individual prayers
by the clerics, workers and
others, seeking divine pro-
tection and enablement for
the Governorand histeam.
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Nigerian and Bristish Professional Boxer Anthony Joshua (middle), flanked by Mr. Segun Erewa (left) and and his wife, Chairman/CEO Nigerians in
Diaspora Commission (NiDCOM), Hon. Dr. Abike Dabiri-Erewa, during the hosting of the two times World heavyweight Boxing Champion, Anthony
OluwafemiJoshua, by the couple, inLagos

Kaduna: Dead Body Of 33-Yrs-Old Found Near
Baptist Seminary School - Family Source

By Achadu Gabriel,
Kaduna

33-yrs-old boy,
Amos Jatau, report-
edly killed by ele-

ments suspected to be ban-
dits or assassins in Kaduna
state, hasbeenfound.

The lifeless body of the
deceased was found on the
way to Baptist theological
Seminary School located
along Yakowa way on 3lst
December2024.

A Cousin of Amos Jatau,
Gbagyi by tribe, who spoke
toour reporter Friday, at the
family house, at Nassarwa
road, U/Boro old Market
area of Sabon Tasha, chikun
LGA of the state, said the
late was going for prayer
when the sad incident
occurred.

He further explained
that Amos body found was
keptinseminary school pre-
mises, with his bed pillow,
Bible and some of his
clothes before he was
reportedly taken to mortu-

ary.
In a clarification inter-
view, Amos Jatau family
member said "We receive
call in the evening of 31
December 2024 to come to
the mortuary at U/Boro to
confirm the dead body
found at the Baptist theolog-
ical seminary. When we
went there, we confirmed it
was Amos Jatau.

He was buried on Fri-
day, 2nd January 2025. We
gathered that his body was
found at the place of prayer
at the seminary. We're yet to
know whether he was killed
in the area or killed and
brought to the place and
dump.

"His properties found
around him include his pil-
low he went with, to the
prayer place, his Bible and
some of his clothes. From
police report and those who
took him to police, said
some sticks were found
around his dead body, indi-
cating he was beaten to
death.

"The seminary conveyed
the body to the mortuary
and report to the police. He
went there alone to pray. Is
an open place. Individuals
and group use to go for
prayersthere.

"There are some bushes
around the seminary area
located off Yakowa road,
behind a Jaruwa commu-
nity, Chikun LGA of Kaduna
state. He sometimes go
there to pray. He leave in a
place not too far from the
Baptistseminary.

"He went for his mar-
riage introduction on 20th
of December 2024 in prepa-
ration for hismarriage. Fam-
ily house located in
Nasarawa street u/boro old
market.

"Police were unhappy
and promised to tight up
security in the area of the
seminary when it was
reported to them, including
the seminary people too.

Neighborhood and
friends attested to the fact
that Amos Jatau was a com-

plete gentle person and does
nothotfly.

"Amosisacompletegen-
tle person and does not hot
fly. Is a builder and keep to
his promises, his friends in
church testifies his gentil-
ity", the family said.

On whether Amos Jatau
had issue with anyone pre-
viously or could it be ban-
dits? the cousin explained
"We're notaware of himhav-
ing any issue with anyone or
group, butas human, some-
one could have issue with
him.

Kaduna state has inse-
curity problem and it may
not be far from bandits
because | saw a post some-
one did that a community
was invaded in southern
Kaduna, Ekwa church was
burnt.

"So it could be, but we're
yet to have any information
to that regard. No body
injury sustained except little
swollen face and not part of
the body missing to suspect
ritual.
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El-Rufai Storms Prison, Meet
His Ex-Chief Of Staff In Remand
On Alleged Money Laundering

By Achadu Gabriel,
Kaduna

ormer Governor of

Kaduna State,

Mallam Nasir El-
Rufai, Thursday reportedly
stormed Kaduna prison and
met his former Chief of Staff,
Mohammed Bashir Sa’idu,
been remanded at the Cor-
rectional Service Facility on
charges relating to alleged
money laundering.

The immediate past
Kaduna Governor however
refused to speak with news-
men on his mission after the
visit.

Reports had it that, the
visit by Mal. EI-Rufa’i came
just hours after Sa'idu, who
was also a former Commis-
sioner of Finance and Local
Government in Kaduna
state, during his tenure was
remanded in a Correctional
Facility over allegations of
corruption and money laun-
deringwhileinoffice.

The former Governor
reportedly sought audience
with the embattled Saidu
who was arrested on Mon-
day and taken to a Magis-
trates’ Court at Rigasa, which
ordered that he be remanded
inprison custody.

Reportsalso said Mallam
el-Rufai, accompanied by
three key figures and former
Commissioners during his
tenure, arrived at the facility
around 10:19 am and left
about 30 minutes later
around 10:47am.

The former, in the brief
visitwas accompanied by the
former Commissioner of
Education, Jafaru Sani; for-
mer Commissioner of
Human Services and Social
Development, Hafsat Baba;
and former Commissioner
for Environment, Ibrahim
Hussaini.

However, Nasir EI-Rufai,
donning a green cap and
light green Agbada, subtly
rebuffed attempts by jour-
nalists to have a word with
himon hisvisittothe Correc-
tional Centre.

Coming out of the facility

with a straight face, the one
time Minister of the Federal
Capital Territory (FCT) dur-
ing former President
Olusegun Obasanjo’s
administration, quickly
boarded one of the Prado
vehicles that escorted him
and immediately sped off.

Meanwhile, a BBC
Hausa report monitored on
Thursday evening, said El-
Rufa’i also went to the office
of Operation Fushin Kada,
but couldn’t meet the secu-
rityoperatives.

However, the media was
not privy to the former gov-
ernor’s discussions with offi-
cials at the Police Command
as he still maintained stoic
silence overthe matter.

In confirming his arrest,
the Nigeria Police Force
(NPF) said Bashir Sa’'idu was
picked up over allegations of
money laundering, criminal
breach of trust, and misap-
propriation of publicfunds.

AccordingtoPoliceinsid-
ers, ongoing investigation of
Bashir Sa’'idu followed a peti-
tionaccusing himoflaunder-
ing N3.96 billion and misap-
propriating N244 million
while serving the Kaduna
State government between
2015and2023.

Other allegations include
the sale of $45 million in
State-owned foreign cur-
rency at an undervalued
exchange rate of N410 per
dollar, instead of the parallel
market rate of N498 per dol-
lar, causing a loss of over
N3.96 hillion to the govern-
ment.

Furthermore, the insid-
ers hinted that this transac-
tion breaches Section 18 of
the Money Laundering (Pre-
ventionand Prohibition) Act,
2022.

Additionally, the former
aide is accused of failing to
account for proceeds from
the sale of government
houses in Marafa Estate,
Kaduna, amounting to
approximately N244 mil-
lion. This constitutes a
breach of trust under Section
300 of the Penal Code of
KadunaState, 2017.

Terrorism Allegation Tension: Northern Group Tackles Niger Rep President, Demands Apology

By Achadu Gabriel,
Kaduna

ollowing the continues
rising tension, two
prominent Northern
groups, the Arewa Youths
Coalition for Peace and Polit-
ical Development and
Northern Elders Progressive
Group, has condemned ter-
rorism allegations levelled
against the Nigerian govern-
ment by General
Abdourahamane Tchiani,
Military Head of Niger
Republic.
The Military Junta who

spoke in the Hausa language
in a viral video recently
accused the Nigerian gov-
ernment of fostering an
unholy alliance with France
toestablishaterroristbasein
northern Nigeria, a develop-
ment that has displaced a lot
of Nigerians.

Reading a text of
Communique issued after
their joint 8th meeting held
at a hotel in Kaduna on
Thursday, the Coalition
strongly rejected Niger
Republic President's allega-
tion against Nigerian Presi-
dent Bola Ahmed Tinubu,

describing it as "irresponsi-
ble, and lacking in decorum
andun-presidential'.

The group, therefore,
called on the President of
Niger Republic to tender an
immediate apology to Nige-
ria and stop creating tension
between the two countries
which have a long time his-
tory of harmonious brother-
hood.

They also criticized some
Nigerianclericsforabandon-
ing their moral character
molding and exemplary wis-
dom, and instead becoming
entertainerswhospread mis-

information and create
unnecessary tension.

Thecommuniquereadin
part: "The leadership of the
Northerngroupsabovecom-
mended theeffortsofthe Fed
eral governmentunder Pres-
ident Bola Ahmed Tinubu
towards sustaining the fight
against insecurity challenges
bedevilling some parts of the
northernregion.

“To us, it is time for our
political leaders, elites and
those in authority who are of
the northern extraction to
cometogetherandbring last-
ing solutions to the numer-

ous challenges facing the
region.

"Unarguably, the devel-
opmenthasretardedour col-
lective progress, unity, cohe-
sion and development;
because unity, peace and
development of our dear
North must be non-
negotiable and sacrosanct to
ensure cohesionand political
understanding amongst all
Nigerians.

"There must be a way to
bring all our political leaders
together, united and com-
mitted to the developmentin
the best possible way.

Together,weshouldsetaside
political, religious and ethnic
differences in matters affect-
ingourregionand country.
"It is very painful that
some of our clerics have dis-
carded the moral character
of the teaching, abandon
exemplary wisdom of
preaching the truth, by
becoming more like enter-
tainers in discussing matters
affecting political unity, secu-
rity and survival of the coun-
try without recourse to real-

ity.
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Gurara Waterfalls Cultural Festival Aims At Promoting Peace Among Gabyi people

ADIGUN TUNDE --+-
MINNA.

iger State deputy
governor Comrade
Yakubu Garba, has
stressed the need to sustain
the annual Gurara Water-
falls Cultural Festival
(GUWACFEST)
Held on Saturday, Janu-
ary 4, 2025, at Gawu
Babangida, headquarters of

Gurara Local Government,
the festival was organized by
Big Brother Association.

He expressed delight
that the festival was aimed
to promote cultural har-
mony, peace, and unity
among the people of Niger
State.

Comrade Garba com-
mended the organizers for
upholding the cultural iden-
tity of the Gabgyi peopleand

urged them to sustain the
tempo.

The Deputy Governor
emphasized the importance
of education and agricul-
ture, encouraging parentsto
enroll their children in
school as well key into the
agricultural revolution of
the Governor Mohammed
Umar Bago.

He also highlighted the
government's gains in the

fightagainstinsecurity.

The State Commis-
sioner for Cultureand Tour-
ism, Hajiya Fatima Adamu,
was represented by the
Overseeing Director of Tour-
ism Madam Rakiya Tiffi
,.wasalsoinattendance.

This year's edition
marked the 9th anniversary
of the festival, which show-
cases Niger State's abun-
dant natural resources and

richcultural heritage.

The festival has become
a significant event in the
state's cultural calendar,
attracting visitors from
acrossthecountry.

The Deputy Governor's
attendance and Honour-
able commissioner of Infor-
mation and strategy Hajiya
Binta Mamman, at the festi-
val demonstrates the state

government's commitment
to promoting cultural devel-
opment and preserving the
state'srich heritage.

Highlights of the event,
crafts and art Exhibition.
Ragatta. Dance by different
groupsand awards of Excel-
lence to the Deputy Gover-
nor and commissioner of
Information and strategy
amongothers

Afrontline Politician, Businessman and former Presidential Candidate, Dr. Gbenga Hashim (right), during his goodwill tour as he led a delegation to
visit former President Ibrahim Badamasi Babangida, at his residence in Minna, Niger State, to convey New Year greetings.

Nasarawa governor dissolves cabinet

By Paul Onehi

e Nasarawa State
Governor, Abdullahi
Sule, has dissolved

his cabinet, including the
Secretary to the State Gov-
ernment (SSG), in what his
chief press secretary
describesasa “normal exer-
cise” in the state’s political

culture.

This move comes just
three days after the gover-
nor suspended the chair-
man and board members of
the Nasarawa State Teach-
ers Service Commission due
to alleged unauthorised
recruitment of over 1,000
teachers.

According to lbrahim

Addara, the chief press sec-
retary, the dissolution
affects the state’s commis-
sionersand the SSG, but hot
other appointees.

The reason for the disso-
lution was not disclosed by
thegovernor.

Mr Addara wrote in a
Friday statement that dis-
solving cabinets is a normal

practice in Nasarawa State,
allowing the governor to
make adjustments and re-
structure hiscabinet.

The governor’s decision
can be seen as a strategic
move to reorganise his
administration and address
pressing issues in the state,
Mr Addaraadded.

Kogi Gov, Ododo, Grieves Over Death Of Prof Nuhu Yaqub

ByPaulOnehi

ogi State Governor,
Ahmed Usman
Ododo has

expressed grief over the
death of Professor Nuhu
Omeiza Yaqub, former Vice
Chancellor of the University
of Abuja.

In a condolence message
dated January 5, by his
spokesman, Ismailia Isah,
the Governor described Pro-
fessor Yaqub’s death as a sad
loss of one of the influential
voices of the people of Kogi
Stateand Nigeria.

He said the late Professor
was one of the few that used
to speak truth to power and
against oppressive tenden-
cies.

The Governor sympa-
thized with the Ohinoyi of
Ebira land, Alhaji Ahmed
Tijani Muhammed Anaje,

the people of Kogi State and
the immediate family of the
late Professor Yaqub.
Governor Ododo prayed
for the peaceful repose of the

Gov, Ododo

late Professor Yaqub and for
Allah to grant the family the
fortitude tobear the loss.

Also, in his condolence
message, the former minis-
ter of Digital Economy, Pro-
fessor Isa Ali Pantami sym-
pathized with the family,
friends, relatives and associ-
ates of Professor Nuhu. O.
Yaqub.

He prayed to Allah to
admit the late former Vice-
Chancellor of University of
Abuja 2004-2009) into
Jannah.

This came even as the
immediate past President of
De Noble Club 10 Kogi Cen-
tral, Alhaji Abdulrazak
Onivehu Leramoh, on behalf
ofthe Club, consoled with the
family of the departed Pro-
fessor.

He recalled that Profes-
sor Nuhu Yaqub delivered a
keynote address at its orga-

nized lecture session in
Okene, Kogi State on
December 26,2024.

Born on the 3rd of
March, 1951, in Okene, Kogi
State, the late Professor
Nuhu Yaqub served as the
Vice-Chancellor of the Uni-
versity of Abuja from June
2004 to May 2009 and went
on to serve as the pioneer
Vice-Chancellor of Sokoto
State University from 2012
to 2017, and as the Dean of
the School of Postgraduate
Studies at Nile University of
Nigeria, Abuja, from 2017 to
2019,among other academic
leadershippositions.

He died January 4, in
Abuja at exactly three
months to his 74th birthday
after a brief illness. His and
remains were buried at
Gudu cemetery in Abuja the
same day according to
Islamicrites.

Obi Condemns Exclusion Of North
Central From 2025 Budget

ByPaulOnehi

ormer Anambra State

governor, Peter Obi,

has condemned the
non-inclusion of the north
central development com-
mission in the 2025 budget
estimates.

In a statement, yester-
day, Obi said, “The exclusion
of the North Central
Regional Commission from
the budgetaryallocations pro-
vided toother Regional Com-
missions in the 2025 pro-
posed budget is deeply trou-
bling.”

Obi, who also called for
the immediate reversal of the
decision, said, “Such an
anomaly does not make for
evendevelopmentand peace
that is needed for progressin
thecountry.”

He explained that a total
of N2.493 trillion had been
allocated to five regional
development commissions,
with the North Central
Regional Commission glar-
inglyomitted.

According to the Labour

Party leader,“The NorthCen-
tral region requires special
attention due to the severe
challenges it faces today.
Relentless terror attacks and
banditry in Plateau, Benue,
Kogi, and Niger States have
caused immense suffering,
resulting in significant loss of
lives and forcing countless
families into internally dis-
placed persons (IDP) camps.

“These persistent trage-
dies have made the North
Central one of the most
affected and vulnerable
regionsin Nigeria.”

He added that, the North
Central “Known as the agri-
cultural backbone of the
nation, the North Central
region deserves robust sup-
portto enhance security, sta-
bility, and development for
thebenefitoftheentirecoun-
try.

“I, therefore, call on the
government and National
Assembly to urgently review
and rectify this decision that
will impact negatively on the
regionand areamost needed
for the development of the
country.”

Popular Newspaper Distributor In Niger
State, Alhaji Abaullah Bayero is dead

ADIGUN TUNDE --
MINNA.

e Chairman Nigeria
Union of Journalists
NUJ Niger State

Council Comrade Abu
Nmodu, has condoled with
the family of the popular
newspaper distributor
Malam Abdullahi Bayero
who died recently.

In his condolence mes-
sage, Comrade Abu
Nmodu, described the late
Malam Abdullahi Bayero,
as a complete gentleman, a
pious Muslim and a friend
of NUJ who for many years
has discharged his duties
diligently.

The Statement signed
by the State Secretary of
NUJ Comrade Usman
Chiji recalled how the
deceased has earned his
legal means of livelihood
through newspaper distri-
bution adding that, he will
be greatly missed for his

passion for the job and
matured manner in which
he interacted with custom-
ersand journalists.

The statement noted
that the history of journal-
ism in Niger State would
not be completed without
the name of Malam
Abdullahi Bayero, as he has
been in the job of newspa-
per distribution since the
commencement of the pro-
fessioninthe State.

He pointed out that the
late Malam Abdullahi
Bayero was an integral part
of NUJ since newspaper
distribution is said to be
another channel of infor-
mation dissemination.

Comrade Usman Chiji
then prayed Allah to for-
give the deceased his sins,
grant him Aljanatu
Firdausi and the family as
wellas members of the asso-
ciation of newspaper dis-
tributors the strength to
bear the loss.
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Cultism Is So Strong In The Nigerian
Music Industry -Orits Wiliki

Orits Wiliki known as Koleman Revolutionarie is one of the legends of the Nigerian music industry. A former vice president of
PMAN, he is currently the Chairman of the Music Copyright Society of Nigeria, MCSN, a collecting society for creative
artiste. Samuel Orji chatted him up on issues concerning the music industry in this exclusive interview.

Orits Wiliki

fterclose4lyearsintheindus-

try you are not slowing

down, you came outwithtwo
albums at the same time after 10
years.Why?

I am endowered with many songs in my
head andif I dontpull outasmanyas I can, |
will be doing a lot of injustice to myself.
When | decided to do double album in my
30 years anniversary, there came a change
and | decided to switch to full reggae gospel
music. Was | not playing gospel before?
Yes, lwas, but | realized that after 30 years; it
will be nice to concentrate all my efforts in
glorifying God because he is the one that
gave methegiftand made meallthat lam.

You switched to gospel because
you became born again or because
the market was shifting to other
genreofmusic?

No. I havealways beenbornagain; more-
over, the market s not shifting. I think itwas
Gods time to open my eyes to him. If | can-
not do that in my life time, then | am
doomed because he is the giver of the talent,
the voice and the inspiration. Since that
switchthereisnogoingback.

There was a time reggae artistes
cametogether inBadagrytoseekfor
away to resuscitate reggae, how far
have you people gone in achieving
this?

Few of us came together and acknowl-
edged that the spotlight is not on the tradi-
tional root reggae because reggae has
evolved to dance hall and others. So, the
hard core traditional reggae music as people
know is no longer popular on our radio sta-
tions because they no longer play it, as a

2 A

-5
¥

e

result; you cantbe popularasyou usedtobe.
You see that's where we lost it as a society
because when a genre like reggae domi-
nated the airwaves, there was less of cultism
anddrugabuse.

Talking of drugs, you know that
reggae artistes are associated with
harddrugslikemarijuana?

No! We dont do drugs, not just me alone
because this isa misconception. By the time
we started coming out, | was doing braids
and | saw the discrimination by the society
against the people wearing braids. When
they see you with dreadlocks they consider
you asdirty. Our people on the other hand,
did not did not help matters because they
were actually dirty looking, so people also
assumed that once you wear dreadlocks,
you must smoke hemp; but that's not cor-
rect. Those of usthatwere popular thattime,
I, Peteside Ottong, Mandators and Ras
Kimono, including Andy Showman and
IsaacBlack, none of ussmoked

Whatof Majek Fashek?

I am coming to that. Seven of us that
were dominantly in the realm at that time
were not smoking. We wanted to carve that
niche and change the narrative that reggae
artisteswere hemp smokersandthathelped
us a lot. When | decided to wear my
dreadlocks, | spend money to keep it clean,
samewith RasKimonoand Mandators.

We became the bride because with such
posture, we were able to discuss and enter-
tain important people. One of the biggest
concerts | played was performing before 17
heads of states for the South African libera-
tion. We were able to change the narrative
andthatswhywewentdeepinour message.

There was content that was inspiring,
there was something to listen to and the
youths that were listening followed suit and
were able tochange the narrative. Therewas
no cultism or drug addicts like you are wit-
nessing now. \We were forced to do a partic-
ular program with the creative industry
group, C1J.

Nigeria is lost. Look at what our youths
aredoingeveninsecondaryschoolsandyou
are talking about leaders of tomorrow, what
leaders? Its what they listen to that gingers
them. They play these unhealthy contents
on air that talk about buddy, dollars, drugs,
drinking and smoking, etc, definitely thats
what the youths are listening to. They are
playing so much of it on the airwaves as
againstthe good musicthathas content.

Areyouassertivethatthereiscult-
isminthemusicindustry?

Of coursethereisanditstoostrong.

But somebody said this is not true, its
justagangthing. You belong ordon'tbelong
tomygroup? Youare inthis country and see
what is going on in the internet. If you don't
belong to those cult groups you can't excel.
We cannot continue to deceive ourselves
that there is no cultism and there are no
drugs. Look at Mohbad's story, can you say
allthosethingshesaidarelies.

Reggae reigned for awhile before
other genre of musictook over, what
led to the gradual phase out of reg-
gaeintheNigerian musicscene?

There are three reasons why it hap-
pened. At a point, everybody jetted out and
the scene became empty. Now a new music
evolvedwhichwas Sukus, I wasthenthevice
president of PMAN and we never believed

Sukus will leave this country again. The way
the music came and affected Nigerians that
even choirs and churches started creating
thatkind of musictoworship God.

Nigerians were losing business because
all the big hotels that had band playing were
employing Congolese and Zairians. We had
no business anymore, the airwaves were
dominated by thiskind of musicand itgotto
apoint Charly Boy and I, said, we have todo
something. As PMAN excos, we started a
campaign and worked underground to
ensure that Nigeria songs were played more
on air. We visited the NBC on a number of
occasions and eventually it was agreed that
the play time should be 80/20 instead of
60740 it was before. That's 80 per cent for
Nigeriansongsand 20 per centfor foreign.

The second reason was that having left
the scene for a while, people were getting
tired of the songs: give us water, no light, no
road, no transportation and others. | think
the message became saturated and they
wanted to hearanew thing because as much
as we shouted; nothing was changing, so
what was the point listening to this kind of
music. Fela shouted his own until he died,
same with Ras Kimono, but how much did
thisimpactonthepeople?

Thenanother genre of music came up, it
camefirstaship hop; kudosto Kennis Music
and the others who turned the whole thing
around. Westated hearingalotof pop music
on our airwaves. It was selling and from
there we entered the afro beatand you sawa
lot of people that came under that platform
that were doing well. Remember, music
comesincircleslike fashion, if you are think-

Continued on P.22
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Colonialism and Its Effects on African Political Systems: The Way Forward

By Paul Onehi

olonialism, defined as

the policy or practice of

acquiring full or partial
political control over another
country, occupying it with set-
tlers, and exploiting it econom-
ically, has had a profound
impact on the political systems
of African countries.

One notable leader who has
spoken out about the effects of
colonialism on African political
systems is Kwame Nkrumah,
the first President of Ghana.
Nkrumah famously stated,
"The essence of neo-
colonialism is that the State
which is subject to it, is in the-
ory, independent and has all
the outward trappings of inter-
national sovereignty." This
guote by Nkrumah highlights
the lasting effects of colonial-
ism on African political sys-
temns, particularly in terms of
economic control and political
influence. In reality its eco-
nomic system and thus its
political policy is directed from
outside.

The legacy of colonial rule
continues to shape the political
landscape of many African
nations, influencing gover-
nance structures, economic pol-
icy, political institutions, and
power dynamics.

One of the key effects of colo-
nialism on African political sys-

tems is the imposition of artifi-
cial borders that divides ethnic
groups and created nations
with diverse populations and
conflicting interests. European
colonial powers drew arbitrary
boundaries without regard for
existing tribal or cultural
boundaries, leading to the cre-
ation of multi-ethnic states
that struggled to maintain
unity and cohesion. This legacy
of colonial borders has contrib-
uted to ethnic tensions, politi-
cal instability, and conflicts in
many African countries.

The consequence of artifi-
cial borders is the exploitation
of resources and wealth in
Africa. The colonial powers
established structures that
facilitated the extraction and
export of natural resources to
their own countries, leaving
African nations with little to no
benefit.

This exploitation has had a
lasting impact on the economic
development and stability of
African nations, as they con-
tinue to struggle with poverty
and underdevelopment.

Speaking further on issues,
Mr Sunday Fatoki, 76 years of
age explained that, "The divi-
sion of ethnic groups and the
formation of new nations
resulted in diverse populations
with different interests and
aspirations. This has led to
ongoing conflicts and power

Another impor-
tant way forward is
to invest in building
strong and
accountablewinsti-
tutions/ that can
promote transpar-
ency, rule of law,
and..good gover-
nance. This
Includes reforming
electoral systems,
strengthening the
judiciary, and com-
bating corruption
at all levels of gov-
ernment.

struggles within countries, as
different groups vie for control
and resources.

Furthermore, colonialism
also introduced Western politi-
cal institutions and systems
that were often ill-suited to the
cultural and social realities of
African societies. European
colonial powers imposed cen-
tralized, authoritarian forms of
government that marginalized
traditional leadership struc-
tures and undermined indige-
nous governance systems. This
legacy of colonial rule has con-
tributed to the prevalence of
autocratic regimes, corruption,
and lack of accountability in
many African countries.

In addition, colonialism
also had a profound impact on
the economy of African
nations, leading to the exploi-
tation of natural resources, the
displacement of indigenous
populations, and the disrup-
tion of traditional livelihoods.
The legacy of colonial eco-
nomic policies continues to
shape the economic develop-
ment of African countries, con-
tributing to poverty, inequal-
ity, and dependence on foreign
aid.

Despite the challenges
posed by the legacy of colonial-
ism, there are potential ways
forward for African countries
to address the effects of colo-
nial rule on their political sys-

temns. One key strategy isto pro-
mote inclusive governance that
recognizes and respects the
diversity of African societies.
This includes decentralizing
power, strengthening local gov-
ernance structures, and pro-
moting dialogue and reconcili-
ation among different ethnic
groups.

Another important way for-
ward is to invest in building
strong and accountable institu-
tions that can promote trans-
parency, rule of law, and good
governance. This includes
reforming electoral systems,
strengthening the judiciary,
and combating corruption at
all levels of government. By
building strong institutions,
African countries can create a
more stable and inclusive polit-
ical system that is responsive to
the needs and aspirations of
their citizens.

In all, colonialism has had a
lasting impact on African polit-
ical systems, shaping gover-
nance structures, political
institutions, and power
dynamics in many countries.
The legacy of colonial rule con-
tinues to pose challenges for
African nations, but there are
potential ways forward for
addressing these challenges.




20

Comment | Analysis |

OPINION

feature | View points

The Abuja Post
January 6, 2025

The Urgent Need for Accountability in Nigerian Politics

By Godwin Anyebe

igeria, often referred to

as the "Giant of Africa,"

stands at a critical junc-
ture in its democratic evolu-
tion. With over two decades
since the return to civilian rule,
the nation has witnessed an
interplay of political resilience
and systemic challenges.
Among these challenges, the
persistent lack of accountabil-
ity in leadership has emerged
as a fundamental impediment
to national development. For
Nigeria to realize its potential,
a redefinition of leadership,
underscored by transparency
and accountability, is impera-
tive.

The Nigerian political land-
scape is replete with examples
of leaders who have failed to
deliver on their mandates. Pub-
lic office, instead of being a plat-
form for service, is often per-
ceived as a gateway to personal
enrichment. Reports of mis-
management of public funds,
opague budgetary processes,
and a lack of consequences for
corrupt practices have eroded
public trust. Transparency
International's Corruption Per-
ception Index consistently
ranks Nigeria poorly, a reflec-
tion of systemic issues that
thrive in the absence of
accountability mechanisms.

The impact of unaccount-
able leadership is evident in

Nigeria’s socioeconomic indi-
ces. From decaying infrastruc-
ture to poor health and educa-
tion systems, the consequences
of misgovernance are stark.
Public resources, meant to
drive national progress, are fre-
quently diverted, leaving criti-
cal sectors underfunded and
millions of citizens
underserved. Furthermore, the
culture of impunity perpetu-
ates inequality, as those in posi-
tions of power operate above
the law while the average citi-
zen faces the full brunt of sys-
temic inefficiencies.
Redefining leadership in
Nigeria requires a paradigm
shift towards accountability as
a non-negotiable standard.
This involves instituting mech-
anisms that compel public offi-
cials to be answerable for their
actions. Legislative reforms,
such as strengthening anti-
corruption laws and ensuring
the independence of oversight
institutions, are essential.
Agencies like the Economic
and Financial Crimes Commis-
sion (EFCC) and the Independ-
ent Corrupt Practices Commis-
sion (ICPC) must be empow-
ered to act decisively, irrespec-
tive of political affiliations.
Equally critical is the role of
technology in fostering
accountability. Digital plat-
forms can provide real-time
monitoring of government pro-
jects, allowing citizens to track

the allocation and utilization of
resources. E-governance ini-
tiatives, such as open budget-
ing systems, have proven effec-
tive in other countries and
should be adapted to Nigeria’s
context.

The Role of Civil Society
and the Media

Civil society organizations
(CSOs) and the media are
indispensable in the quest for
accountable governance. By
advocating for transparency

The urgency of redefining
leadership in Nigeria cannot be
overstated. Without account-
ability, the cycle of corruption,
inefficiency, andspublic distrust
will persistgundermining the
nation’s progress. By embrac-
ing a culture of transparency,
fostering institutional reforms,
and empaowering citizens, Nige-
ria can set'a newStandard for
political leadership in Africa. It
is a long road ahead, but the
journey toward a more
accountable political system
begins with decisive action

today.

and exposing malfeasance,
these entities hold leaders to
higher standards. However,
their work must be safe-
guarded against political inter-
ference and intimidation. A
free and independent press,
coupled with active citizen
engagement, creates an envi-
ronment where leaders are less
likely to act with impunity.

Ultimately, accountability
starts with the electorate. Nige-
rians must recognize their
power in holding leaders
accountable through the ballot
box. Educating citizens about
their rights and the importance
of participatory governance is
crucial. Voting based on com-
petence rather than ethnic or
partisan considerations can
shift the political culture from
one of patronage to perfor-
mance.

The urgency of redefining
leadership in Nigeria cannot be
overstated. Without account-
ability, the cycle of corruption,
inefficiency, and public dis-
trust will persist, undermining
the nation’s progress. By
embracing a culture of trans-
parency, fostering institutional
reforms, and empowering citi-
zens, Nigeria can set a new stan-
dard for political leadership in
Africa. It is a long road ahead,
but the journey toward a more
accountable political system
begins with decisive action
today.

Bridging the Divide: Tackling Nigeria's Pressing
Socioeconomic Challenges

By Godwin Anyebe

igeria, Africa’s most

populous nation and

largest economy, is a
country of immense potential.
Yet, it remains trapped in aweb
of socioeconomic challenges
that hinder its progress. The
glaring divide between the
wealthy and the impoverished,
the urban elite and rural dwell-
ers, and the politically con-
nected and marginalized citi-
zens continues to widen. Bridg-
ing this divide requires bold
reforms, inclusive policies, and
the active participation of all
stakeholders.

One of Nigeria’'s most visi-
ble challenges is the yawning
wealth gap. While a small per-
centage of the population
thrives, the majority struggle to
make ends meet. According to
the World Bank, over 40% of
Nigerians live below the pov-
erty line, a troubling statistic in
a country with abundant natu-
ral and human resources. To
address this, Nigeria must
focus on job creation, espe-
cially in sectors like agricul-
ture, technology, and manufac-
turing, which have the poten-
tial to absorb millions of unem-

ployed youth.

Quality education and
accessible healthcare are vital
to bridging socioeconomic

divides. Unfortunately, Nige-
ria's education system is
underfunded, with dilapidated
infrastructure and inadequate

Corruption remains a
major obstacle to equitable
development. Billions of
naira meant _fer, public pro-
jects oftenfdisappear into
private pockets, leaving citi-
zens [to\bear the brunt.
Strengthening anti-
corruption agencies and
ensuring tramSparency in
governance are crucial
steps in redirecting
resources to where they
are most needed.

teacher training. Similarly, the
healthcare system struggles
with poor funding, a lack of
facilities, and the brain drain of
medical professionals. Invest-
ing in these sectors is non-
negotiable. Policies that ensure
free or subsidized education
and healthcare for the under-
privileged can significantly
level the playing field.

The disparity between
urban and rural areas is stark,
with rural communities lack-
ing basic amenities like elec-
tricity, clean water, and good
roads. Infrastructure develop-
ment must be a priority, with a
focus on connecting remote
areas to economic hubs. Pro-
jects like improved road net-
works, rail systems, and
renewable energy solutions
can stimulate rural economies
and foster national cohesion.

Corruption remains a major
obstacle to equitable develop-
ment. Billions of naira meant
for public projects often disap-
pear into private pockets, leav-
ing citizens to bear the brunt.
Strengthening anti-corruption
agencies and ensuring trans-
parency in governance are cru-
cial steps in redirecting
resources to where they are

most needed.

For Nigeria to bridge its
divides, governance must be
inclusive. Policymakers must
actively engage with diverse
communities and prioritize pol-
icies that address the unique
needs of various groups.
Women, youth, and
marginalized communities
must have a seat at the deci-
sion-making table.

Bridging Nigeria's socio-
economic divides is not the sole
responsibility of the govern-
ment. The private sector, civil
society, and citizens all have
roles to play. Corporations can
invest in social impact initia-
tives, NGOs can advocate for
marginalized groups, and indi-
viduals can contribute by hold-
ing leaders accountable.

Nigeria’s journey toward
socioeconomic equity is nei-
ther simple nor swift. How-
ever, with deliberate actions,
inclusive policies, and a collec-
tive commitment to change,
the nation can bridge its
divides and unlock its full
potential. The time to act is
now, for a divided Nigeria can-
not stand, but a united one can
soar.
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Real Housewives Of Lagos

&

ans of glamour,

drama, and high

society, get ready!
The highly anticipated
third season of The Real
Housewives of Lagos is set
to premiere on 12 January
2025. This season prom-
ises to be bigger, bolder,
and even more extrava-
gant, as it showcases the
unparalleled luxury, life-
style, and culture of Lagos.

Returning to light up
your screens are three fan
favourites: Laura Ikeji
Kanu, the ever-vibrant
entrepreneur and social
media personality;
Mariam Timmer, the bold
and charismatic PR
expert; as well as Carolyna
Hutchings, entertainment
aficionado and savvy busi-
nesswoman. These
women are back and ready
to share more of their
dynamic lives, friend-
ships, and fabulous
events.

Joining the cast this
season are three exciting
new faces who bring their
own unique flair to the
show:

Dabota Lawson, a cele-
brated beauty entrepre-
neur and former beauty
gueen, known for her glam-
orous lifestyle and busi-
nessacumen.

Adeola “Diiadem”
Adeyemi, an accom-
plished beauty mogul and
influencer who redefines
ambition and elegance.

Sophia Momodu, a

media personality and
humanitarian, celebrated
for her charm and advo-
cacy work.

This season dives
deeper into the lives of
these six extraordinary
women as they navigate
the intricate balance of
family, friendship, and
business in one of Africa's
most vibrant cities. From
opulent parties to heartfelt
moments and inevitable
clashes, The Real House-
wives of Lagos Season 3 is
set to deliver unmatched

entertainment and
authenticity.

The Executive Head,
Content & Channels, West
Africa, MultiChoice, Dr.
Busola Tejumola,
expressed excitement
about the forthcoming sea-
son: “For two seasons, The
Real Housewives of Lagos
has continued to bring us
premium entertainment,
giving fans a front-row
seat to the glitz and glam-
our that makes Lagos acul-
tural hub. This new sea-
son, we have a few sur-

Returns For An

prises up our sleeves that
we're sure fans of the show
would love.”

Hannah Mabruk, VP,
Format Sales for
NBCUniversal Formats
added: “We are delighted
to see The Real House-
wives of Lagos return for a
third season, showcasing
the dynamic, vibrant, and
luxurious lifestyle that
Lagos hasto offer. This sea-
son continues to push the
boundaries of what view-
ers can expect from the
franchise, and we're eager

for fans to see the new
faces and fresh drama that
will keep them hooked
fromstarttofinish.”

The Real Housewives
franchise is distributed
internationally by
NBCUniversal Formats,
which is part of Universal
International Studios, a
division of Universal Stu-
dio Group.

The Real Housewives
of Lagos Season 3 will pre-
miere on Africa Magic
Showcase (DStv Channel
151, GOtv Channel 8) on 12

Unforgettable Season 3

Bt

January 2025, with new
episodes airing every
Sundayat8 pm.

New episodes will also
be available as a fast-
follow release from Mon-
day, 13 January on
Showmax. Fans can
binge-watch seasons 1 and
2 of The Real Housewives
of Lagos on Showmax.

Make sure to mark
your calendars for a front-
row seat to all the luxury,
laughter,and drama!

CIG Ends Year 2024 In Grand Style With A Superlative Gig

remember for all the

attendees at the
maiden edition of the end
of the year shindig,
organised by the Creative
Industry Group to reward
and appreciate commit-
ted members who have
contributed immensely
towards the growth of the
creative group. Leading
the pack of those hon-
oured at the party was
CIG's Projects and Events
Director Hon. Diva
Obukome Ibru, who was
honoured for her immea-
surable contribution to
the group since inception.

The star studded end
of the year shindig had in
attendance; media gurus
and creative industry top
guns like actor Kalu
Ikeagwu, singer
Righteousman and wife,
Chief Ann Njemanze,
Kunle Onime, media
impresario Azu Arinze,
Legendary Soji Omotayo,
Mr Tosin - MD ATS Show,
Olorogun Gloria Ibru,
Elvina Ibru, top
Nollywood actors, OAP's
and creative industry per-
sonalities.

It was a night to

The performance tur-
bine was ignited by Lady
Zara and her Exquisite
band who serenaded the
audience to her Afro-juju
gospel medley, to set the
stage for CIG dance-
centric rising stars.

Other up and coming
acts like G3 Ogiji,
Blagsoulphyl, Prophet
Franklin, One More Nite,
Bob Rolex, SuperDon,
Chet Marj, Vanasse Ekee,
Diva Jodia, Swaggu, Pjay
and Amed O, spiced up
the night with their grill-
ing performances

Another outstanding
performance was from
Gloria Ibru, who took the
guests on a rollercoaster
of the Carribean experi-
ence with her songs. She
was backed up singer
Stanley and wife, who
also had a splendid per-
formance to make the
night memorable.

Ace comedian Alarm
Blow, was on hand to
tickle the guests with his
jokes

The high-points of the
celebration was the intro-
duction of the CIG
Anthem, the CIG 2024

Documentary which high-
lighted all the activities of
the group throughout the
year and the recognition
in honour of CIG Director
of Projects and Events,
Hon. Diva Obukome
Ibru.

Diva lbru was sup-
ported by friends and fam-
ily as she mounted the
podium to receive the
award. Her entourage
included: Olorogun Glo-

ria lbru, Chief Anne
Njemanze, Elvina lbru,
ACP. Vera Ameh, CSP
Charity Enebeli, CSP
Uduak Edet, Mrs Ochei
Imanche, Mr AB. lbiang,
Mr. ND Okpani, Mr. Jude
Bidokwo and Mrs.
Winnie Bossey among oth-
ers

The CIG Service
Reward segment of the
event had gift packs pre-
sented to legend Manny

Eke aka Music Chef, Head
CIG Music Sector, Legend
Kunle Adediji, Head CIG
Media, Diva DJ FARO,
most outstanding female
Judge CIG Flash or Lash
show, Legend Shedrach
John, most outstanding
male Judge, CIG Flash or
Lash show, Queen Jairo
and Diva DJ Maureen
who also received gift
packs for their consistent
inputas CIG OAPs.

The chief hosts of the
event Amb Felix Duke,
CIG President and his
amiable wife Lady Capriz,
could not hide their
excitement as they
thanked everyone for
their individual and col-
lective roles in lifting CIG
to it's current status, urg-
ing all to take their vari-
ous inputs in the group to
the next level as we step
intoyear 2025.

Amb Felix Duke also
reiterated the need for all
CIG members to be duely
registered so that they can
benefit from some of the
welfare packages put in
place for bonafide mem-
bers no one knows what
tomorrow holds.

The epoch making
event took place at the
Duke- Duchess Hotel and
Suites located at the
Abule Egba area of Lagos
State.

On ground to cover
the event were prominent
boadcaster AlT's Music
Plus,ATS Show up which
airson AIT, CIG blog and
City Express blog among
many other media outfits.
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Cultism Is So Strong In The Nigerian Music Industry -Orits Wiliki

ing that afro beat will be there forever, its a
lie. If new sound that people love comes out
thatswhatwill hold sway again.

Lets talk about your victory over
Premier Music and why you took
themtocourt.

Its a battle | believe was deservedly won
because all these years artistes could not
stand up against their record labels. It was
like a master slave relationship. A lot of bad
contracts were signed because the artistes
were desperate to record and 90 percent of
them did not have lawyers to guide them
through.

The record companies knew that these
artistes were desperate and they wrote the
contractin suchaway it will favor them (Re-
cord Labels). My contract was signed with
PolyGram Records notPremier musicand it
was three years, three albums. Moreover; |
was not like an artiste moving about with
demoslooking foraproductioncompany.

I started my record in Paris, France, with
a company called Alanche' de' Lamour. |
had an international manager then, | had to
complete the productionwith Lemmy Jack-
son after 1 moved back to Lagos. | and
Lemmy Jackson were running a company
called Lemmy Jackson Music. | was a pro-
ducer, himself and Sam Okhua, we were
doing a lot of productions. We had people
like Alex O. grooming voices because a lot of
the artistes we were recording could not
sing, soitwasacomplete studio.

Already, Alex O. was signed on to Poly-
Gram Records and we were doing his job.
So, we took his job to the MD then to show
thatwe are through, sothathe could listen to
it. When we got to the MDs office, Lemmy
Jackson slot in the cassette for him to listen,
incidentally the side he played was my side
because I have just finished my work and it
was the Ten Commandments thatwas play-
ing.

Lemmy wanted to stop it, but the MD
said no that he likes the song, he asked who
was the artistes and Lemmy pointed at me
and he said, he was interested in me. The
MD listened to about four more tracks
before it was now changed over to Alex O
songs.

He asked and I told him that my record-
ing company was in France, but we can give
them the marketing deal to promote the
album in Nigeria. That was the deal. 1 fin-
ished my master tape before | brought it to
PolyGram Records. The following album
was Conqueror; | sponsored it myself and
brought the master tape to them. The third
one was, What This, What Dat and by this
time, PolyGram Records had gone and Pre-
mier Musichad takenover.

Inthe contract, the copyrightgives them
the power to explore the copyright for 25
years exclusively. So, you cannot do any-
thing with any company with that music,
you dont have any right at all until after 25
years. Beside that how much were we get-
ting?20- 30 koboperanalbumand thatwas
in 1989. Theentire contractfrom that period
whichwas tenable was 25 - 30 Kobo because
nobody was getting 50 kobo per album.
Assuming you sign a contract for 30 kobo
per album, its your wish that you explode
because 30 kobo multiply by 500,000 cop-
iesisalotof money; however, hereisthedan-
ger.

Assuming they started your job from the
scratch, they will tell you that the money they
spentto record you, for the production of the
master tape, the video, the promotion and
any other money they spent on you must be
recouped from the 30kobo you are earning.
By the time they remove all these, they will
tell you that you owe the company about
?5mor?10m.

They will now collect ?10m from the
30kobo you earn per album. That'swhy you
see that no artiste was getting royalties. A
fewartistes like us that were getting royalties
werethose thatwereabletosellinhighquan-

tity. We were like slaves and the only money
thatwe made by the grace of Godwas during
tours, concertsorendorsements.

After the three albums, | told them I was
not going to renew the contract that was
when | formed Cowrie Music as my label
and every other job from then was released
onmy label. When PolyGramwas in charge,
one of the clauses in the contract says they
must give me a statement of account every
90 days. Whether they owe or you owe, the
record must come to you; to know how
much they have sold, how much your roy-
alty ought to be, what should be recouped
from what you owe. Thats what PolyGram
wasdoingand theywere religiousaboutit.

So,whenPolyGram Records leftand Pre-
mier Music took over, for eight years we
never had any statement of account. | called
them, what's going on? They said they were
over whelmed with the change and every-

thing. They now sent me ? 100,000 cheque,
for eight years. | asked what the money is for
because there is no statement backing it, but
they said they were working on it, that they
weregoingtosend it later. Sixyear after, 1 did
nothearfromthem.

On the 15th year, | wrote to them that |
was no longer interested in the contract.
They said no, until | finish the 25 years that
eveniflwanttogo, letitbeclearthat | cannot
do any other thing with those music until
afterthe 25yearsoftheir exclusivity expires.

I said okay, we still have 10 years to go:
but am not interested in this contract again
because you have bridged it. You are not
respecting the contract and you have not
been paying me my royalties. My town man
was the Managing Director; | called and told
him that | don't want to disappoint him,
that's why | am not taking them to court for
now. He assured me that things will be

sorted out.

They wrote another letter and explained
that they were actually overwhelmed. Later,
they sentme ? 45,000 and I told myaccount
officer to return the money to them because
there was no statement backing the money
up.

I now told my lawyer to write them offi-
cially that this contract is dead. In fact, they
now said thatafter the 25 years they still own
the contractfor my musicfor life.

But you have a copy of the con-
tract?

Yes, its clearly in most of the contracts a
lot of artistes sign. | told them that | have a
little knowledge about how copyrightworks.
Thereisnocopyright thatsfor life. Copyright
is contractual and you have limit of time that
you can maintain the exclusivity especially
when you did not sponsor the recording. |
sponsored all my recordings; you did not
sponsorany of them.

After the MD died, | wrote and told them
that I really wanted to go; they said no they
are ready for any action | want to take. | told
them that the contract is even inconsistent. |
know thatany contract that isinconsistent is
null and void. Even if we signed it, you said
three years, then 25 years and from that you
said life. Thatswhy I took them took them to
court.

To God be the glory, what we asked for
was ? 100m, but the court through their dis-
cretion brought it down to ? 50m. If | knew
what | know now, | would have sued them
for? 500m.

Do you know that they also became my
publishing company outside the shores of
this country? The contract | signed with you
was not worldwide, but you were selling my
music world wide. | never signed any con-
tract with you to be my publisher. Your job
was to market, promote and distribute my
jobin Nigeriaand then you became my pub-
lisher: signing out my jobs toseveral compa-
niesabroad, collecting foreignexchangeand
younevertoldme.

Acompany wrote meand said they were
interested inmy song, fight the fire. Thatwas
the beginning of this case. | said okay, how-
ever, they also wrote to Premier Music
because it was published by Premier Music,
so they wrote them because Premier Music
claimed to be the publisher. Premier Music
replied the company and the company cop-
ied me and said, is that true; | said, its not so.
Throughthe company I wasabletogetother
information | never knew was existing.
Everything was what we presented as evi-
denceinthecase.

Whatofifthey appeal?

It's their discretion. It will be nice if they
appeal because it will deepen the copyright
fight in Nigeria and open up a lot of things.
My name is already written in gold and my
case will be cited in the weekly law reports.
Its like a victory for the industry not just for
OritsWiliki.

Why did you choose to honor
some industry veterans during your
40th year anniversary celebration
onstage?

Today, in Nigeria, they only recognize
you when you have died. This is the only
country they dont appreciate you when you
are alive , 1 felt this cannot happen in my
time and so, every end of the decade | must
give thanks and celebrate myself. If no one
celebrates me, it will be nice for me to cele-
brate myself.

The 30 years anniversary was big and
the 40 yearswas bigger. | said, | cannot cele-
brate myself alone, let me celebrate my con-
stituencyalso. Thatwastheideabehindcele-
brating my senior colleaguesand others.
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How Sports Shape Youth Development: Exploring The Impact

Stories by Paul Onehi

ports play a significant role in the
developmentof youth, impacting vari-

ous aspects of their physical, social,
and emotional well-being. Engaging in
sport activities as a youth has a lot of bene-
fits.

The benefits of sportsare numerousand
can impact lives in profound ways. Sports
participation promotes health and
wellbeing, builds confidence, and can help
maintain mental health. But often, youths
don't engage in sport, probably because
most youth think they are not good enough
for the sport that they engage themselvesin.
Nevertheless, sports can provide many ben-
efits for youths, because positive experi-
ences that sports bring play an important
roleinayoungperson'slife.

One of the key benefits of sports on

youth development is the promotion of
physical health and fitness. Engaging in
sports activities helps young individuals to
stay active, improve their cardiovascular
health, and develop strong muscles and
bones.

Speaking on this issue, a medical doctor
Friday Edoh notes that, participation in
sports during adolescence is associated
with lower levels of obesity and a reduced
risk ofchronicdiseases later in life.

"Mental health, sports reduced stress,
improved mood, increased self-esteem and
confidence, and a sense of accomplish-
ment." Participating in sports can be a
healthy outlet for emotions and a source of
resilience," said Edoh."

Sports are a fun way to increase a
youth's physical activity level and develop
lifelong habits for good health, to develop
self-control, persistence, and accountabil-

ity. It helps the youth reach his or her fitness
goalsand maintain a healthy weight.

They also encourage healthy decision
making such as not smoking and not drink-
ing. Italso has health benefits such aslower-
ing the chance of osteoporosis or breast can-
cer later inlife.

Furthermore, sports also contribute to
the social development of youth by foster-
ing teamwork, communication, and leader-
ship skills. Through participation in team
sports, young individuals learn how towork
collaboratively with others towards a com-
mon goal, resolve conflicts, and communi-
cateeffectively.

Participation in sports requires the
youths to learn vital time management
skills, and offers them a range of appealing
challenges. Physical activities provide
young people healthy opportunitiesto learn
skills, take risks, and achieve goals.

In addition to physical and social bene-
fits, sportsalso playacrucial role in the emo-
tional development of youth. Engaging in
sports activities helps young individuals to
build self-confidence, resilience, and a
sense of accomplishment.

In all, the impact of sports on youth
development is multifaceted, encompass-
ing physical, social, and emotional aspects.
Knowledge is power, when youths don't
have the knowledge of the benefits of sports,
they will continue to refuse being part of
sport activities. It's our mandate as parents,
educators, or individuals who understand
the value of sports to ensure the youths natu-
rally incorporates exercise into their life. It
will also require us to provide knowledge by
being examples, doing sports together,
keeping it funand encouraging them by pro-
vide opportunities for young individuals to
engage insportsactivities.

Transfer: Nottingham Forest Shows Interest In Signing Super Eagles Star, Osimhen

Nottingham Forest have taken a
bold step in their pursuit of a striker as
they consider signing Victor Osimhen.

Osimhen's whose name has been on
the lips of top European clubs and the
world following an impressive start of
the season.

The Nigerian stricker, who joined
Galatasaray on a loan deal, has been
nothing but exceptional for the Turkish
champions with 13 goals and 5 assists.

The Super Eagles star has drawn
interest from the likes of Chelsea, Arse-
nal, PSG and Manchester United in the
transfer window. Osimhen has report-
edly been included in a list of names
Nottingham Forest are looking to sign
inJanuary.

The reports indicate that, the Eng-
lish club sees Osimhen as a good fit for

the club but could be too costly due to
economic meltdown. Nottingham, who
are now third in the Premier League
table and already have Nigerian players
like Ola Ainaand Taiwo Awoniyi in their
team, are looking to fortify their squad
in January.

All that is known at this time is that
Osimhen will continue to be loaned to
Galatasaray through June 30. However,
according to reports, the Turkish team
is attempting to scrape together enough
cash to make an offer to Napoli at the
end of the season, relying on revenue
from foreign sponsors.

Meanwhile, Manchester United,
who are also in the race to sign the for-
ward, are proposing a swap deal for the
Nigerian star.

Barcelona 'Will Go To Court' Over Dani Olmo
Registration Issue As La Liga Make Final Decision

sion over Dani Olmo's Barcelona

registration. Olmo, who joined
Barca from RB Leipzig for £51 million
last summer, was registered as a special
exemption only for the first half of the
season as the club could not meet La
Liga's wage cap restrictions.

A court rejected their attempt to re-
register Olmo recently, with La Liga and
the Spanish Federation coming to a
jointdecision over the situation.

According to Fabrizio Romano, La
Liga and the Spanish Federation have
REJECTED the registration of Olmo for
Barca following intensive meetings.

That means he will not be able to
play for the Catalan giants again for the
remainder of the season.

The 26-year-old has made 11 league
appearances this season, scoring five
goals. But he won't be adding to his tally
this campaign after failing to complete
his La Ligaregistration.

Barca will go to court over the deci-
sion and a successful appeal could see

I a Liga have made their final deci-

the attacking midfielder become avail-
able for Hansi Flick this season.

Olmo's teammate Pau Victor has
also not been registered.

Olmo has been linked with a move
away from the Camp Nou amid his reg-
istration issues, with Manchester
United thought to be keeping an eye on
his developments.

But the player's agent, Andy Bara,
has dismissed all the transfer interest.

Asked about recent links to Man
United, he told Give Me Sport: "To be
honest, | feel calm.

"It could feel strange but I believe in
[Barcelona] president Laporta, Deco
and | feel they will find a solution for
Dani. It'samassive club.

"We are not negotiating with any
club. Dani is Barcelona player and he
wants to be a Barcelona player. He has
made a big effort in his life to be at Bar-
celona. Itwas his desire for along time.

"Barcelona is the first and last
option! Dani, his father, family, me,
we're not thinking about other options.”
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